The Arc Appeal
“Empowering People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Achieve Their Full Potential”

Disability Day on The Hill
The Arc Mid-South invites you to join us on
February 8, 2017 for Disability Day on The
Hill at Legislative Plaza in Nashville. This is
an opportunity to meet with state legislators at the Capitol and discuss issues that
are important to individuals living with disabilities.
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Disability Day On The Hill

Dozens of disability organizations will be
participating. With your help, we can ensure that every legislator gets to hear
from a constituent with a disability or a family member.

The Arc Appeal
is an informational source
published by The Arc Mid-South

The Arc Mid-South will be providing accessible bus transportation to Nashville.
We will leave from The Arc offices, 3485 Poplar Ave., Memphis, at 5:30 a.m. and
return by 6:30 p.m. Applications and fees are due by 4 p.m. on Friday, January
25.

3485 Poplar Avenue,
Suite 210

Fees for participation are:
$35
(includes a one-year membership to The Arc Mid-South)
No cost to personal assistants accompanying an individual with a disability

E-mail:
info@thearcmidsouth.org

Space is limited. If you have questions, please contact Sandra Hawkins @ 901-507
-8568 or shawkins@thearcmidsouth.org

Memphis, TN 38111
Office: 901-327-2473
Fax: 901-327-1197

Web address:
www.thearcmidsouth.org

Executive Director
Carlene Leaper

Board of Directors

Affordable Housing for People with
Disabilities
Finding safe, affordable, and accessible housing can be a challenge for people with
disabilities. The Tennessee Housing Development Agency in Memphis recently celebrated the completion of Intunity’s $1.5 million project to acquire and renovate 13
houses for people with disabilities. THDA provided about one-third of the funding,
with $1 million coming from private sources. Intunity, formerly the Housing Foundation of West Tennessee, next plans to expand housing opportunities in Madison
County.
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You can learn more about Intunity on its website: http://intunityhomes.org/
- Open Line – TN DIDD

Scott Thrasher

Message from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,
On behalf of The Arc Mid-South family — board and staff — we would like to
wish you our best for a happy and healthy holiday season and a wonderful New
Year.
As the year comes to a close, we would like to thank you for partnering with us
over the years. It is because of your generous support that The Arc Mid-South
has continued to provide important services for children and adults with developmental disabilities.
Our traditional funding sources have not kept up with rising costs and inflation. The reasons vary, and we
are all too aware that some of our number might be experiencing personal economic difficulties. Yet it is
critical for The Arc to continue its advocacy services in 2017, so we must solicit the financial support of
our members and friends.
In the past year, partners have helped us serve more clients in the Life, Education, Training and Skills
Program, our “Creating Independence, Supporting Literacy” project and with increased respite care, day
services and summer camp. Our new contract with the U.S. Navy lets us assist military families with respite care so they can perform their official duties. This expansion of services would not have been possible without supporters such as yourself.
Advocacy remains our primary mission. Just as we grow and develop from infants into adults, the different advocacy needs of individuals and families progress. We assist and guide them through the maze of
special education laws; help in understanding guardianship and the endless Social Security Disability regulations; and answer questions about public mental health services and a child’s legal rights.
We respectfully request that you consider The Arc Mid-South when planning end-of-the-year taxdeductible donations. Your support of The Arc will allow us to extend our outreach of advocacy into the
community, to help families and educate the public. Your entire gift will be earmarked towards maintenance of The Arc Mid-South and its unequaled leadership in advocacy, which benefits so many people.
Many thanks for responding to this need as generously as you are able. Large gifts are wonderful and appreciated; but EVERY gift — regardless of amount— will help The Arc Mid-South! We appreciate your support.
We wish you a happy holiday season.
With Gratitude,
Carlene Leaper
Executive Director
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Agency Program News

21st Annual Awards and Benefit Gala
More than 200 supporters attended The Arc Mid-South’s 21st Annual
Awards & Benefit Gala at Hilton Memphis on Oct. 15, helping raise almost
$40,000 to benefit the agency’s literacy services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
"The Gala helps to raise important funds that make possible all of our programs, services, and advocacy education," Executive Director Carlene
Leaper said. “Thank you for making this year another successful event.”
As master of ceremonies, WMC-TV meteorologist Ron Childers conducted
the live auction enthusiastically. He cajoled men into bidding on behalf of
their wives or “to get out of the doghouse,” egged on rival bidders and
reminded guests repeatedly of where their money would be going. “Did I
tell you we’re doing this for a charitable organization that does great
things for people?” he asked.
Live auction items included a sterling silver necklace with blue-topaz pendant, hot-air balloon ride, Southwest Airlines round-trip tickets, a Gibson
guitar, four Park Hopper passes for Walt Disney World and a 47” Philips
LCD HDTV. Adjacent to the ballroom, three long rows of silent-auction
tables heaved with live plants, giant Hershey bars, Caribbean resort vacations, autographed sports balls, gift baskets, arts tickets and gift certificates for restaurants, beauty treatments, cooking and dance lessons.

Presentation of Colors by Sheffield High School
Color Guards

Shannon Brown, VP and Chief HR Officer, FedEx
and Judge Kathleen Gomes, Probate Court

As keynote speaker, Peter Berns, Chief Executive Officer of The Arc, recounted the agency’s founding and its growth into the nation’s oldest,
largest human-rights service organization. Berns noted that its success depends on having strong local and state chapters, 665 of which serve over 1
million Americans with intellectual and developmental disabilities each
year.
Inclusive education, employment opportunities and training as well as
housing are The Arc’s main areas of focus, he said. A looming challenge,
though, is the 78 percent of adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities who live with their parents, two-thirds of whom do not have a
plan for what they will do when their caregivers die. The Arc has created
The Center for Future Planning to help provide some guidance, Berns said.

Empowerment Moment by service recipients
Vanesha and Kaylee Howard

Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Accounts also are a tool – special savings accounts that enable eligible individuals to save for disabilityrelated expenses while protecting their eligibility for Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income, and other federal benefits.
Keynote speaker, Peter Berns,
Chief Executive Officer of The Arc
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Agency Program News
Carlene Leaper, Executive Director of The Arc Mid-South, and Merle Smith, Board of Directors President, presented community recognition awards.
Earline Holloway, the mother of Arc client Valrainey, spoke for many parents when she praised their direct support professional. “Shanelle is very compassionate and loving,” Ms. Holloway said. “She is now a part of our
family.”

Direct Support Pr
ofessionals of th
e Year Awards
went to (from le
ft) LaToya Crum
p and Palva Gate
Earline Holloway,
s.
the mother of an
Arc client,
received Shanelle
Hunt’s award on
her behalf.

e
Jakeena Boyc
Year
e
th
of
Employee

ws
Mathe
Derek
Year
of the
e
e
y
Emplo

Christoph
er Vinson
,2
Year, and
Merle Sm 015 Employee of
th
ith, Presi
dent, Boa e
rd of
Directors

Janas Ja
ckson of
FedEx
Humanit
arian of
the Year

thy
aker Ka
y filmm
r
a
t
or genf
n
e
d
ledge
Docum
w
o
n
k
c
was a
reness.
Lofton
lic Awa
b
u
P
g
eratin

Humanitarian of the Year

Page 4

Stine Coope
rwood rece
ived
a Communit
y Service
Award on b
e
University of half of
Memphis’
Tiger Kamp
.

L-R:
C
The A arlene Le
a
mem rc Mid-So per, Exe
uth;
ber;
cutiv
Sh
an
eD
mitte
e me d Janette irley Cob irector,
b
mber
T
o
n
ey, p ins, boar
.
d
lanni
ng co
m-

The Arc Appeal

Agency Program News

The Volunteer Advocacy Project
The Arc Mid-South hosted the fall session of the Volunteer Advocacy Project on Tuesday mornings. Participants attended 12 sessions to become trained as
special education advocates to provide support to
families of children with disabilities.
The VAP training, part of an initiative with the Vanderbilt Kennedy Center in Nashville, is held twice
each year. Various topics related to special education
advocacy are taught: evaluations and eligibility, individualized education plans, assistive technology, discipline provisions, behavior intervention plans, nonadversarial advocacy techniques, legislative change,
least restrictive environment, and extended school year services. The training included information supplied by professors, attorneys, parents of children with disabilities, and advocates. Reading assignments of
relevant laws and regulations accompany each class session. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer
advocate, please contact Sandra Hawkins at (901) 327- 2473 or shawkins@thearcmidsouth.org.

The Arc motivational moment
Hello Everyone!!
My name is Angela Townsend. I’m a Nashville native who has been in Memphis for over
10 years. At birth I was diagnosed with spastic cerebral palsy, which causes muscle
stiffness in legs. Over 20 years ago, I had two surgeries to be able to walk and use my
legs. I’m now 32, very independent and get around pretty well. However, I could not
be the person I am without GOD and an awesome loving and encouraging family. They
have prayed and pushed me into being the best person I can be. I graduated from the
University of Memphis with a bachelor’s degree in Social Work in 2011. I also just recently received a Master’s Degree in Human Behavior and Family and Marriage Systems from Capella University.
I want to create an organization that meets the educational, emotional, mental, social, and financial needs
of those in poverty-stricken areas called Heart Hands. I also want to become a licensed counselor and help
others achieve their dreams and have new strategies for creating a brighter future. It is important for
those with disabilities to know that they, too, can achieve dreams. It might take a little more work than
usual, but it can be done. It is important to set a goal, then write it down and dream it forward.

Donation from Walmart —Thank You!

The Arc Mid-South received a $1,000 donation from Walmart
Store # 5122 on November 11. Walmart/Sam’s Club have been
long-time supporters of our agency. In fact, Sam’s Club Store
Manager Penny Bateman is vice president of The Arc Mid-South’s
Board of Directors.
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Bowling Adventures
Students of The Arc Mid-South’s life skills, career development
and job placement (CDJP) classes recently enjoyed a trip to
Billy Hardwick’s All-Star Lanes, where many of them bowled
and played arcade games.
“Since our students work extremely hard to achieve their
goals, we decided to start having quarterly activities outside
of the classroom to reward them,” said Brittany Carter, Community Outreach and Advocacy Assistant. “It gives them a
chance to have fellowship while also exercising their new
skills, such as counting money, and learning to become more
independent.”
The Arc Mid-South’s Life, Education, Training Skills program
teaches basic life skills and academics so that students with
intellectual and developmental disabilities can achieve their
full potential and live more independently. The CDJP program
trains such individuals so that they can acquire and retain jobs.

Happy Holidays from The Arc Family
Special thanks to members, donors, contributors and volunteers
for your continued support.

EEO Federal Contractors Liaison

James R. Humphreys

Self Foundation
William King Self, Jr. Trustee

Best Wishes for the New Year!
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Upcoming Events

The Arc Mid-South has been “empowering individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities” since 1950. In 1969,
The Arc began its first respite summer camp so that families could take a break from the day-to-day care of their loved
ones. The Arc saw an increased need for respite services, and established its monthly weekend respite retreat. This freed
up time for caregivers to pursue their lives while giving individuals with disabilities the opportunity to interact with their
peers and experience social, recreational, and educational activities geared to improve motor skills. The retreats have a
3:1 client-staff ratio and are designed for youths age 8 and older.
To register a family member or get more information, please call (901) 327-2473. Dates and locations are subject to
change.

January 20-22
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

May 12-14
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

November 17-19
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

February 10-12
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

August 25-27
St. Columba
4577 Billy Maher Rd
Memphis , TN 38135

December 8-10
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

March 17-19
The Stephen Olford Center
4000 Riverdale
Memphis, TN 38115

September 15-17
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

Summer Camps

April 14-16
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN38053

October 27-29
The Stephen Olford Center
4000 Riverdale
Memphis, TN 38115

June 8-11
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
Millington, TN 38053

July 27-31
Pinecrest Retreat Center
Moscow, TN 38057

National Developmental Disability Awareness Month Events
February 8, 2017 - Disability Day on The Hill at Legislative Plaza in Nashville.
March 9, 2017 - Job Readiness Workshop ( 9am - 1pm ) Anointed Temple of Praise,
3939 Riverdale Road, Memphis.
March 11, 2017 - Wheelchair Basketball Tournament ( 8am - 5pm) Raymond
Skinner Center, 712 Tanglewood Street at Central, Memphis.

Please visit The Arc Mid-South's Go Fund Me website and help us fund The
Arc Mid-South’s annual summer camp for individuals with disabilities.
https://www.gofundme.com/thearcmidsouth
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The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of

JOIN The Arc Mid-South as a member and help support
individuals with disabilities

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth
http://thearcmidsouth.blogspot.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

