ISSUE 7

The C mmon
Thread

DECEMBER 2020

The latest news, views and announcements from The Arc Mid-South
In This Issue
Is your child not Medicaid eligible because
of your income or assets? Tennessee's
Katie Beckett program could help.
This week's Hero Behind the Mask and
essential worker is Cathy Crotts
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Education, Skills, Training)
Did you miss #GivingTuesday? You can still
support The Arc Mid-South
CHECK THIS OUT! AUTISM SCREENING APP
FOR BABIES
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Tennessee’s Katie Beckett
program is for children under the
age of 18 with disabilities or
complex medical needs. This
program is for children who are not
Medicaid eligible because of their
parent’s income or assets.
Tennessee’s Katie Beckett Program is designed to support children
with significant disabilities and/or complex medical needs who do
not qualify for Medicaid based on their parent’s income or

The Arc Mid-South
phone:

(901) 327-2473

fax:

(901)-327-1197

email:

info@thearcmidsouth.org

address: 3485 Poplar, Ave, Suite 210
Memphis, TN 38111

assets.Are you a parent or family member interested in applying
for Katie Beckett? Applications begin with a self-referral form on
the TennCare Connect site. Once you’ve applied, a DIDD Case
Manager will reach out to you for an assessment. To learn more
about eligibility and the application process, visit:
bit.ly/KatieBeckettTN

website: www.thearcmidsouth.org
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This week's Hero Behind the Mask
and essential worker is Cathy Crotts

This holiday season, give the gift of
helping those in need by becoming
an Arc Mid-South Member
This holiday season give the gift of independence
and self-reliance to a student by becoming a member
of The Arc Mid-South. As we continue our mission of
empowering individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, we need your help more
than ever! For only $35 a year you will know that you
are changing the life of someone who truly needs
your help. Please share this post to spread the word
and help us to continue providing quality services for
the Mid-South! To become a member, give us a call
at (901) 327-2473 or visit our website.
https://www.thearcmidsouth.org/membership.htm
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The Arc Mid-South's Weekly L.E.T.S.
(Life, Education, Skills, Training)
Virtual learning can now be deployed to stretch out the hands of education towards special needs adults,
which was not a part of the feasible thinking before the pandemic. The Arc Mid-South’s virtual L.E.T.S (Life,
Education, Training, Skills) program uses a specially designed environment to supply the course material and
training to students. Students can complete their coursework from the much-needed comfort of their homes,
which eases transportaion issues for the student as well as thier parents. These courses are created keeping the
individual students needs in mind. Students are mentored to eventually grasp their material on their own in order
to be self-sustaining in their day to day activities, however, this does not apply to everyone. The condition of each
student is analyzed and monitored throughout the program and steps are taken accordingly. The purpose is to
develop the sense of independence and aquire the right qualities, in order to grow into a confident person in the
future. To be able to express their emotions and challenges is a major requirement in our virtual learning
program. . Our virtual L.E.T.S. classes are structured in such a way that it is fun-filled and interactive in a manner
that provides students with fun as well as learning opportunities that motivate them to explore, research, and
discover in a comfortable environment. To aid in student development and job preparedness, we address the
following categories to ensure the individual is fully prepared. We listen to the desires of each student, we address
capabilities before training starts, we place students in a career, not a job, and we work with companines to train
our students in specific skills needed for that envirornment and follow up with employers to guage success and
make training adjustments when needed. If you or anyone you know can benefit from our L.E.T.S. Program, please
give us a call at (901) 327-2473 or visit https://www.thearcmidsouth.org/careerdevelopment.htm#lets

#GivingTuesday
With support services disrupted, families and caregivers
stretched to the limit, and isolation, stories and struggles
are buried as elected officials and the media continue to
leave people with disabilities behind during COVID-19.
We have so much work to do and we need your help to
do it. Thank you to everyone that supported us on
#GivingTuesday! We still need your help, if you missed
it, you can still donate and make a contribution to The
Arc Mid-South by visting our homepage here..
https://www.thearcmidsouth.org/makeadonation.htm
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CHECK THIS OUT! AUTISM SCREENING APP FOR BABIES
A revolutionary screening app for autism spectrum disorder was created by an
interdisciplinary team at Duke University, led by the director of the Duke Center for Autism
and Brain Development, Geraldine Dawson, and electrical and computer engineering
professor Guillermo Sapiro.The app presents research-based stimuli that elicit behaviors
related to Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) in children. While the child enjoys a video or
game in an unconstrained setting, the front camera of the device is used to capture their
reaction and behavior.State-of-the-art computer vision and AI tools allow the researchers to
understand the different elicited behaviors, including gaze, affect, head pose, and facial
landmark dynamics.These data are combined with clinical data to develop novel biomarkers
and understand child development at a completely new scale. The goal is to produce
scalable, accessible, and universal access to the best screening tools available to these
children and their families. To learn more about the Duke Center for Autism and Brain
Development, visit: https://autismcenter.duke.edu/

Upcoming
Events

The Arc Mid-South has a new
Family Service Coordinator

December 24th & 25th
Closed for Christmas

Najah Porter

Please join us in welcoming the newest
member of The Arc Mid-South’s team, Ms.
Najah Porter. Ms. Porter comes to us from
Walls, Mississippi where she served as
Family Case Coordinator for a mental
health facility for five years. Ms. Porter has
a passion for helping others, is energetic,
and eager to learn. Ms. Porter states that “I
have a capacity for empowering others to
achieve their full potential.” We are
honored that Najah has chosen The Arc
Mid-South to continue her passion for
helping others and wish her luck in her
new position.
Page 2
Page4

