The Arc Appeal
“Empowering People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Achieve Their Full Potential”

The Arc Mid-South celebrates the

26th anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act!

You are invited!
The Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities, will be 26 years old on
July 26.
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The Arc Mid-South thinks this calls for a celebration, so please
join us that Tuesday, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at City Hall, Hall of
Mayors at 125 North Main in Memphis.

3485 Poplar Avenue, Suite 210
Memphis, TN 38111
Office: 901-327-2473
Fax: 901-327-1197

Keynote Speaker:
United State Attorney Edward Stanton III
Western District of TN

Panelist:
State Rep. G.A. Hardaway, District 93
Ashley Cloud, Transformation and The Arc Committee member
John Walpole, Shelby County Code Enforcement
For more information, contact The Arc Mid-South at (901) 327-2473.
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www.thearcmidsouth.org

Executive Director
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Diane Anderson

At Pinecrest Retreat Center in Moscow, TN
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July 27 – 31, 2016
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Register Today!

For more information contact 901.327.2473
info@thearcmidsouth.org | www.thearcmidsouth.org

Message from the Executive Director
Speaking up for our children!
“It’s about changing the culture; it’s about changing beliefs”
Despite the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act almost 26 years ago,
students with disabilities are still punished at disproportionate rates.

Carlene I. Leaper

On July 26, 1990, Congress passed the Americans with Disabilities Act to give people with disabilities equal access to services like public education. But the rate at
which special-needs students are disciplined raises questions about how equal that
access truly is. In public schools today, children with disabilities are far more likely
than their classmates to be disciplined, removed from the classroom, suspended,

and even expelled.
The Arc Mid-South assists parents on a daily basis with the issues pertaining to suspensions, expulsion and
helps provide clarity to their son/daughter’s IEP (Individual Education Plan) I don’t think there’s any way you
can look at this data and come away without a tremendous sense of urgency to end such inequality.
New data released recently by the U.S. Department of Education indicates that children with disabilities are
twice as likely to be suspended. They also account for two-thirds of those secluded or restrained at school.
Those figures come from data on more than 50 million students representing nearly every one of the nation’s
public schools during the 2013-2014 school year.
For the first time, the civil rights data collection tracked the number of students considered chronically absent
because they missed 15 or more school days per year. High school students with disabilities were 1.3 times
as likely to fall into this category while elementary school kids with disabilities were 1.5 times more likely to be
chronically absent as compared to their typically developing peers, the report indicates.
Meanwhile, the disproportionately high rate of suspensions among students with disabilities remained largely
consistent with previous years. Overall, 11 percent of students served under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act received out-of-school suspensions, the Education Department found, compared to 5 percent
of children without disabilities.
The recent report marks just the second time that the Education Department’s civil rights data collection has
included information about the use of restraint and seclusion in schools. It shows that over 100,000 students
were subject to the disciplinary practices during the 2013-2014 school year, more than 67,000 of whom had
disabilities. (Source: Disability Scoop)
“It’s about changing the culture; it’s about changing beliefs.” Other school districts such as Florida’s have
seen a dramatic drop in student arrests and suspensions after implementing a new disciplinary program. The
initiative focuses on giving students support, partly by pairing each student with a caseworker who follows up
with the student over as many as four months after a suspension. When that happened, more than 90 percent
of students didn’t commit a second offense.
Who will speak up for our children in our district? Or will we continue to put more dollars in prisons or education?
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Agency Program News
Highlights from Disability Awareness Month
2– Day Workshop
On March 17 & 18, The Arc MidSouth hosted a workshop and
resource fair for high school juniors and seniors attending special education classes.
The “Embracing A Different
World” workshop, held at
Anointed Temple of Praise
Church, focused on the transition from high school to life afterwards.

Did you know MLGW will test your
water for free? Our public utility continues to recognize and support the
need for educating our community.
Visit the current issue of Community
Outreach for the latest in programs
and services offered.

We were honored to have Susan Moss of
the Tennessee Department of Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities as keynote speaker. She discussed the programs and services that DIDD provides.

Thank you MLG&W.
We appreciate your sponsorship.

The first day concentrated on interview skills and vocational rehabilitation
services. Phyllis B from the Workforce Investment Network and Latasha
Rayford from the State of Tennessee Department of Rehabilitation Services provided insight to students from all geographical areas. On the
second day, students learned about life skills and Tiger Life from Mildred
Shores of The Arc Mid-South and Maurice Williams, Associate Director of
University of Memphis Institute on Disability’s TigerLIFE program.
More than 150 students, teachers, and staff left the workshop more prepared for life after high school, regardless of their chosen paths.

“Hoops from the Heart” Wheelchair Basketball Tournament

The Hershey Co. playing the Rollin’ Grizzlies

Congratulations to BeU Clothing, who
won our annual wheelchair-basketball
tournament by defeating a team from
The Hershey Co. in a nail-biting final.
Thanks to the Rollin’ Grizzlies, Cardinal
Health, the RHD cheerleaders, our
sponsors, volunteers and all those who
came out and helped make the March
26 event a great success!
Rollin’ Grizzlies versus Cardinal Health
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The Arc Appreciation Party
Several dozen friends of The Arc Mid-South gathered recently at
Leadership Memphis, where they were feted for their financial
support. “We couldn’t do what we do without you,” executive director Carlene Leaper told the group.
Guests mingled as they enjoyed wine and hors d' oeuvres, while
a video featuring people who have been assisted by The Arc MidSouth played overhead.
Supporters recounted how they became involved with the nonprofit agency, which serves people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Connie Booker became a Board of Directors
member after seeing what a profound effect The Arc Mid-South’s
respite care had on her family, including son Colin, after moving
to Memphis in the 1980s.

Party attendees included (from left) attorney William
Self; Beverly Mathews, parent of an Arc Mid--South
client; Carlene Leaper, Executive Director of The Arc
Mid-South; and Andrea Goodman, an Arc Mid-South
board member.

Colin has attended its numerous
weekend retreats and summer
camps since childhood --- and at
age 36 he still enjoys them. “The
Arc has become our family here in
Memphis,” Connie said.
Judge Kathleen Gomes, who also is
a board member, recalled that her
involvement began after conservaBoard member Connie Booker torship cases began flooding
Shelby County Probate Court. “Do
Judge Gomes discussed the importance of what
you know about The Arc?” became a frequent question of hers as The Arc Mid-South does.
she listened to parents recounting their struggles raising children
with disabilities.
Brittany Carter, who has cerebral palsy, lauded the empowerment she has received to reach her full potential. “You
can turn a disability into an ability,” she said. “You are able to do, in some capacity, anything you choose to do.”
Brittany has done just that – The University of Memphis graduate is an assistant community advocate at The Arc
Mid-South.

Judge Kathleen Gomes chatted with
Brittany Carter, an Arc Mid-South
employee.
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Board member Shirley Cobbins (from left)
and her son Darrell Cobbins enjoyed talking
with Board President Merle Smith.

Board member Florence Howard
and former City Court Clerk Thomas
Long.
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Agency Program News

Highlights from “I Matter” Conference
What happens to a special needs child after
high school ends, he/she turns age 18 and becomes an adult? The Arc Mid-South recently
educated a packed room at the University of
Memphis about the legal and educational options available to young people with disabilities
as they transition into adulthood.
The “I Matter” Conference began with Life, Education, Training Skills (LETS) class facilitator
Mildred Shores giving an inspirational talk about
the various struggles she had confronted. An “I
Matter” poem she read was a great example of
how parents and caregivers struggle to be understood and often feel like no one understands
the issues they face.
Judge Kathleen Gomes from Shelby County Probate Court spoke about conservatorship, which
is how parents can legally manage their disabled
child’s legal, medical and educational affairs after he/she turns age 18. Once a petition for conservatorship is filed with the court, the judge will
appoint an independent third party to investigate
and make sure that the prospective conservatee
is truly disabled. Medical records must be gathered and affidavits signed by doctors; the process generally takes about six weeks, Gomes
said.
Elderly parents need to request that their grown children or another trusted person be granted the power of attorney before the parents become incapacitated, attorney Ruby Wharton cautioned. “Don’t wait until it’s too late,”
such as after the parent has had a stroke and is incapable of making decisions, she said.
Deborah Brooks, Certified Elder Law Attorney, recommended revisiting a power of attorney every few years since
lives and circumstances often change. She spoke about special needs trusts, explaining that such legal structures
are not counted as assets so that a disabled person also may continue to receive Social Security Insurance (SSI)
or TennCare. These supplemental trusts may not be used for food or shelter-related expenses, but they help provide a higher quality of life by paying for such things as recreation, vacations and pet care.
Attorney Robert Donati shared his expertise with SSI, which is granted after the government agency examines a
child’s level of functioning and determines that he/she is severely impaired physically or mentally. Social Security
Disability Insurance (SSDI) is available to claimants with disabilities who have paid a sufficient amount into the Social Security Trust Fund.
Dr. Chrisann Schiro-Geist, director of the University of Memphis Institute on Disability, said U of M is among 250
U.S. colleges and universities that offer postsecondary programs for young people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Such programs typically last for two to 2 ½ years and help the students attain their maximum
level of independence as they prepare to work in environments where other people are fully functional, she said.
Step Up Scholarships are available for students with intellectual disabilities who want to attend the program, said
Maurice Williams, associate director of the university’s TigerLIFE program.
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Agency Program News
Look who is working!
Mary S. has become Career Development & Job
With Federal Express it’s not just about
Placement’s latest success story. Ms. S., who
delivering packages. They also deliver
has neurological impairments caused by arthritis
timely support for our GED program
and rheumatism, came to The Arc Mid-South in
and special events for our clients. EmOctober after being referred by the Department
ployees like Beverly Matthews often
of Vocational Rehabilitation. Our job readiness
volunteer acumen to insure
fund-raising successes for us.
class helped her prepare a resume, then taught
Ms. S., 58, how to apply for employment online. The
Thank you Federal Express.
We appreciate your sponsorship
instruction paid off when APS Janitorial Service hired
her to work at the Memphis Convention Center. “She
was really happy because she has been looking for
work since 2010,” said Angela Hudson, Employment Coordinator.
Career Development and Job Placement (CDJP) department plays a vital role in the mission of The Arc Mid-South to
empower individuals with disabilities to achieve their full potential. Tennessee clients are referred to us by the TN Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS). Once enrolled in the CDJP program, they can attend adult literacy and life skills
classes Tuesday thru Thursday from 9am to 12:30 pm and Job Training classes on Wednesday from 1pm to 2 pm where
they learn fundamental skills that will help them gain and maintain employment.

N ew Board Members
Andrea Goodman
Human Resource Generalist
The Hershey Company

Toni Polk
Financial Advisor
Edward Jones

$10

$25

Student Membership (18-25)

Individual Membership

Senior Citizen Membership (65+)

$35

Self-Advocate Membership

Family Membership

(Individuals with disabilities)

(at least two family members)

For more information please
contact
Lori Rosser at 901.327.2473

$250 and up
Corporate Membership

Disabilities U pdate
Tennessee A m ong t he Fir st St at es t o Offer A BLE A ccount s for
I ndiv iduals w it h D isabilit ies
ABLE accounts allow individuals (with qualified disabilities) and families to save money, tax-free, for long-term financial
planning and disability-related expenses. Tennessee's program is also open to individuals out of state and is one of the
nation’s first such programs to launch!
As of June 13, individuals with disabilities and their families were able to open ABLE TN savings and investment accounts online at http://abletn.gov/ by clicking "enroll now," creating a user account and selecting an investment option.
Enrolling online is the easiest option, but if you have questions or need assistance, email able.tn@tn.gov or call 855-922
-5386.
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Upcoming Events
2016 Summer Camp & Weekend Retreats Schedule
August 26-28
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

October 21-23
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

September 23-25
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

November 11 - 13
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

December 9-11
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

2016 Advocacy Department Events
STEP (Support and Training for Exceptional Parents) Workshops
August 19
Communication, Negotiation and Conflict Resolution
Workshop:
Would you like to learn how to better communicate
what your child needs? Does your child have an educational plan that is not being carried out and you
want to know what steps to take? If you answered
yes, then this workshop is designed for you.

October 21
Response to Intervention and Instruction (RTI²)
Workshop:
This workshop is for parents, family members, advocates, and professionals from disability organizations
who will get an in-depth overview of Tennessee’s
RTI² framework and how this problem-solving model
will be used to identify the need for special education
intervention.

Workshop Session Times: English: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Spanish: 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm NO CHILDCARE is
available for these meetings. To register, please call The Arc Mid-South at 901-327-2473 or email
shawkins@thearcmidsouth.org

The Volunteer Advocacy Project (VAP)
The next VAP Training will be this fall. Twelve sessions will be held on Tuesday mornings, from Aug.
30 to Nov. 15, at 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CST (10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. EST). These are the session dates:

Aug. 30, 2016
Sept. 6, 2016
Sept. 13, 2016
Sept. 20, 2016
Sept. 27, 2016
Oct. 4, 2016

Oct. 11, 2016
Oct. 18, 2016
Oct. 25, 2016
Nov. 1, 2016
Nov. 8, 2016
Nov. 15, 2016

$30 charge to cover the cost of materials for the training.
The application is due by August 23.
Maria Mello (Maria.P.Mello@Vanderbilt.edu) & Kelli Sanderson (kelli.a.sanderson@vanderbilt.edu)
615-953-9623
These meetings will be held at The Arc Mid-South, 3485 Poplar Ave., Ste 210, Memphis, TN 38111.
For more information, please call Sandra Hawkins at 901-327-2473.

Page 7

The Arc Appeal

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MEMPHIS, TN
PERMIT NO. 171
3485 Poplar Avenue, Suite 210
Memphis, TN 38111

The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of

Save the Dates! Tickets are on sale now!
2nd Annual
International Tea

&
Creating Independence… Supporting Literacy

Saturday, September 17, 2016
2:00 p.m.
Crowne Plaza East
2625 Thousand Oaks Boulevard
Memphis, TN 38118

Saturday, October 15, 2016
12:00 p.m.
Hilton Memphis
939 Ridge Lake Boulevard,
Memphis, TN 38120

To purchase your ticket please visit
www.thearcmidsouth.org/tea
or call us at 901-327-2473

To purchase your ticket please visit
www.thearcmidsouth.org/gala2016
or call us at 901-327-2473

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth
http://thearcmidsouth.blogspot.com

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

