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Our 22nd Annual Awards and Benefit Gala will be held Saturday, Sept. 30,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at The Guest House at Graceland. The event will include
hors d’oeuvres, cash bar, silent and live auctions, live entertainment and
community service awards. Tickets are $75.
Purchase Tickets Online at www.thearcmidsouth.org/gala2017 or call
901.327.2473
Sponsorships are available.
For more information, call (901) 327-2473 or email info@thearcmidsouth.org.

The Arc Mid-South’s

Register Today!
At Pinecrest Retreat Center in Moscow, TN
July 27 – 31
For more information, contact 901.327.2473

Read more on page 7.
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Message from the Executive Director

Hope and Help…
The Arc Mid-South supports, protects, and advocates on behalf of more than 5,000
children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. Over 500 individuals in West Tennessee received some service or support from
us during the past year.
The Arc Mid-South is stronger than ever. We improve the quality of lives of our recipCarlene I. Leaper
ients while also educating the community about the importance of assisting the forgotten. Currently, 658 individuals are being served by our programs. In the past year, The Arc Mid-South
provided a week of summer camp for 26 individuals, monthly weekend retreats for 160 people, in-home
Elder Care services to 24 senior citizens and 10,004 hours of vocational and basic skills training to 170 clients. The Hershey Company, Sam’s Club, FedEx, UPS, and Home Depot are among those who have hired
our students; more than 80 percent of those hired have held their jobs for more than the standard 95 days.
And that’s not all. In fiscal 2016, our Community Advocate consulted with 33 families about their child’s
Individualized Education Plan, answered 255 calls for information and referral, and held six workshops. Six
local people graduated from the Volunteer Advocacy Project, which we co-sponsor with the Vanderbilt
Kennedy Center.
Gone are the olden days where we shook our heads and passed along a check. Our students want to be as
independent as possible!
Our services extend into:
 Literacy and education
 Basic daily living skills
 Decreasing poverty through job-readiness training and employment placement
 Money management
 Providing security and safety skills to senior citizens
All of this helps enhance our clients’ skills while improving their morale and confidence.
The Arc is the largest national community-based organization advocating for and serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. We encompass all ages and more than 100 different diagnoses including autism, Down syndrome, and Fragile X syndrome.
Strong National Presence
With nearly 700 state and local chapters nationwide, The Arc is on the front lines to ensure that people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families have the support and services they need
to be fully engaged in their communities. The Arc works with its state and local chapters to ensure that
our clients have the strongest civil rights advocates promoting and protecting their needs. To inquire about
our services, please contact us or call us at (901) 327-2473.
Come meet our Life, Education, Training Skills students on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday mornings. We
teach, educate, advocate and assist!

Page 2

The Arc Appeal

Agency News

Legislative Updates
Advocates for individuals with disabilities must make their voices heard as the
federal government works toward reducing their services by making financial
cuts in Medicaid.
The U.S. Senate has delayed voting on its version of the American Health Care
Act (AHCA) until after the July 4 recess. Like a House-approved measure that was approved in May, the Senate bill
would roll back the Affordable Care Act’s expansion of Medicaid and eliminate tax penalties for people who do not
have health insurance.
The Congressional Budget Office, a nonpartisan office, estimates that 15 million fewer people would be eligible for
Medicaid, the program that provides health coverage to eligible low-income adults, children, pregnant women, elderly adults and people with disabilities. The Senate legislation would reduce the federal deficit by $321 billion over 10
years, the CBO says.
Constituents should contact Sens. Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker to let them know that they oppose cuts to Medicaid services. The phone numbers for their Memphis offices are (901) 544-4224 and (901) 683-1910, respectively.
On the bright side, the 110th Tennessee General Assembly adjourned in May after passing three bills aimed at protecting the elderly from elder abuse and financial exploitation. The laws would impose tougher penalties on perpetrators
convicted of elder abuse; add elder abuse as an aggravating factor for juries to consider in death penalty cases; and
give whistle-blower protection to bankers and financial advisers in cases where they suspect elderly Tennesseans are
being exploited.
Another new state law will let Direct Service Providers provide medication and other health-maintenance tasks for
clients. Laws also were passed that establish a progressive truancy intervention program in K-12 schools that involves
tiers of pre-juvenile court programs designed to keep a truant child out of the juvenile court system, and that prohibit the suspension or expulsion of pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students unless the physical safety of others is
endangered.

The Arc Mid-South recently received a $2,500 grant from the MAXIMUS Foundation to support its Learning, Education, Training Skills
program. The program tutors students with disabilities in reading,
math, GED preparation and basic life skills (money management,
health and nutrition, sex education, etc.) – all important
information that will help higher-functioning individuals
find and keep jobs.
“The Arc Mid-South and its staff embody the
values that the MAXIMUS Foundation strives to
achieve through its grant-making program – promoting personal growth and self-sufficiency
through improved health, augmented child and family development and community development,” said
John Boyer, MAXIMUS Foundation chairman. “It is an honor to present this grant to such a deserving organization, and I thank The
Arc Mid-South for its commitment to enriching the lives of those it serves.”
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Highlights from “I Matter” Conference
What happens to a special needs
child after high school ends,
he/she turns age 18 and becomes an adult? The Arc MidSouth recently held the second
annual “I Matter” conference at
the University of Memphis about
the legal issues that young people with disabilities face as they
transition into adulthood.

(From left) Attorneys Robert Donati, Ruby Wharton and
Judge Kathleen Gomes

turns age 18.

Judge Kathleen
Gomes from Shelby County Probate Court spoke about conservatorship, which is one way parents can legally manage their
child’s legal, medical and educational affairs after he or she

She discussed the requirements an individual must meet before being considered for a conservatorship. A
petition is filed with the court, then a separate team determines whether that person is a candidate for
conservatorship. (A court must deem a person incompetent before he or she can be considered for conservatorship.)

Elderly parents need to request that their grown children or another trusted person be granted the power
of attorney before the parents become incapacitated, attorney Ruby Wharton cautioned. “Don’t wait until
it’s too late,” such as after the parent has had a stroke and is incapable of making decisions, she said.
Attorney Robert Donati shared his expertise with Social Security. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is
granted after the government agency examines a child’s level of functioning and determines that he/she is
severely impaired physically or mentally. Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) is available to claimants with disabilities who have paid a sufficient amount into the Social Security Trust Fund.
A question-and-answer session let audience members get individualized answers to their most pressing
questions. For more information about the topics discussed, please contact The Arc Mid-South at (901) 3272473.

Your Support Needed!
The Kroger Community Rewards Program® was designed to make our fundraising the
easiest in town by simply using your personal Kroger Plus Card. You lose no benefits
personally and Kroger donates a portion of the dollars spent to The Arc Mid-South. Enroll now for the Kroger Community Rewards Program. All participants must re-enroll
each year to continue earning awards during the coming year. It's easy... just shop,
swipe your card & earn!

The Arc Mid-South's organization number with Kroger is 81469. Do you already have an account? Please
sign in at https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
and link your Kroger Plus Card to The Arc Mid-South. If you don't have access to the internet, please call
The Arc Mid-South at (901) 327-2473 for assistance.
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3rd Annual International Tea and Fashion Show
Global foods, fashions and entertainment were celebrated at The Arc Mid-South’s 3rd Annual International
Tea & Fashion Show, held at Kroc Center. “Local Memphis Live” host Amy Speropoulos emceed the show,
which included performances by the Dancing Bells of India and singer/dancer Luciana Braymore, a native of
Sao Paulo, Brazil. Betty Hays narrated as models displayed an array of fashions from her Germantown boutique, including clothing from Australia and Canada.

The Dancing Bells of India
sang and danced to traditional Indian music.

A mother and
daughter were
among those
modeling fashions from Betty
Hays Boutique.

Singer/dancer
Luciana Braymore performed the samba.

Amy Speropoulos did a
great job as emcee.

Please consider joining the vehicle owners who donated 607 cars to Arc chapters last year, earning themselves charitable tax deductions while bringing in $249,000 for the chapters.
The Arc Mid-South accepts cars, vans, trucks, boats with a trailer, and recreational vehicles seven days a week, 24 hours a day. It’s as simple as filling out our online donation form. Be sure to
check that you want your contribution to go to “TN – The Arc of the Mid-South.” If you prefer
to speak with a person, call (877) 272-2270 and an Arc operator will assist you. Of course, your
donations help support The Arc Mid-South’s advocacy, family support and career development
programs and services that enable people with disabilities to realize their worth and full inclusion in the wider world.
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Highlights from June 2017 summer camp
Eighteen individuals with disabilities enjoyed
themselves recently at The Arc Mid-South’s summer camp at Nelson Woods Retreat Center in
Millington. Volleyball, swimming, horseshoes and
arts and crafts were among the activities in which
they participated.
Summer camp gives caregivers an opportunity to
maintain their own lives while letting their loved
ones interact with their peers and experience social, recreational and educational activities.
The next camp will be held July 27-31 at Pinecrest Retreat Center in Moscow. Participants must
be at least eight years old; siblings are welcome
to attend. For more information, please call (901)
327-2473 or info@thearcmidsouth.org.

New Board Members
Three new members have joined The Arc Mid-South’s Board of Directors:

Bennie Cobb, a retired captain
with the Shelby County Sheriff’s
Department.
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Claudia Espinoza de Posada, a par- Dr. Sharon Webb, senior pastor of
ent advocate whose son is autistic. the Life Changing Word Ministry
and upcoming president of the
American Association of University
Women’s Memphis branch
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Upcoming Events
Weekend Retreats
The Arc Mid-South has been “empowering individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities” since 1950. In 1969, The Arc began its first respite summer
camp so that families could take a break from the day-to-day care of their loved
ones. The Arc saw an increased need for respite services, and established its monthly weekend retreat. This freed up time for caregivers to pursue their lives while
giving individuals with disabilities the opportunity to interact with their peers and
experience social, recreational, and educational activities geared to improve motor
skills. The retreats have a 3:1 client-staff ratio and are designed for youths age 8
and older.
To register a family member or get more information, please call (901) 327-2473.
Dates and locations are subject to change.

August 25-27
St. Columba
4577 Billy Maher Rd
Memphis, TN 38135

October 27-29
The Stephen Olford Center
4000 Riverdale
Memphis, TN 38115

September 15-17
Nelson Woods Retreat Ctr.
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington, TN 38053

November 17-19
Nelson Woods Retreat Ctr.
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington, TN 38053

December 8-10
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

Summer Camp
July 27-31

Pinecrest Retreat Center, Moscow, TN
A wonderful summer camp experience is just around the corner. Campers will enjoy a
variety of recreational activities including water fun, volleyball, dodge ball, kickball,
beach ball fun, slip-and-slide water wave rides, swimming and baseball. Eating great
food, learning more about independence, making s'mores, hanging out by the campfire,
and making new friends….what more could you want from summer camp? It’s fun for
everyone to enjoy…..For more information, contact The Arc Mid-South at info@thearcmidsouth.org or call 901.327.2473.

The Volunteer Advocacy Project Registration is open!
The Volunteer Advocacy Project (VAP) is a training program for individuals who want to become advocates for
families navigating the special education process.
THE TRAINING WILL COVER:
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
State law
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
APPLICATION:
Applications are due by July 15.
To apply online, go to: https://is.gd/VAP2017

Attend all 12 (3-hour) sessions
Advocate for 4 families of children with disabilities after
completing the training
Fee: $50
CONTACT:
To request a paper application or get more information
about Fall 2017 Training, visit the website at the bottom
of the page or contact:
Kelli Sanderson at Kelli.a.Sanderson@vanderbilt.edu
OR Ellen Casale at Ellen.casale@vanderbilt.edu

REQUIREMENTS:
For more information, please call Sandra Hawkins at 901-327-2473
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The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of

You should join The Arc Mid-South
The Arc Mid-South depends on membership fees and donations so that we can continue to provide quality
services. By joining our network of almost 700 chapters nationwide, you can be a part of the largest grassroots movement to protect the rights of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
As a member, you will receive this quarterly newsletter, invitations to special events and reduced cost to
attend any Arc convention. Your support also will help strengthen our voice when we encourage state legislators to improve the quality of life for individuals with developmental disabilities.
$10.00

$25.00

Student Membership (ages 18-25)

Individual Membership

Senior Citizen Membership (65+)
Self-Advocate Membership (Individuals with disabilities)

$250.00 and up
Corporate Membership

$35.00
Family Membership (at least two family members)

Thank you for caring!

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

