The Arc Appeal
“Empowering People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Achieve Their Full Potential”

The Arc Annual “Hoops
from the Heart”
Wheelchair Basketball
Tournament
Help us celebrate Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month by sponsoring a
team or attending The Arc Mid-South’s Annual Wheelchair Basketball Tournament
on Saturday, March 24.
Such companies as Cardinal Health and The Hershey Company will be taking on the
Rollin’ Grizzlies at the Raymond Skinner Center, 712 Tanglewood St. at Central
Ave., beginning at 9 a.m. Admission is $5, while team sponsorships start at $200.
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Founded in 2003, the Rollin’ Grizzlies are a nationally ranked, wheelchairbasketball team that competes in Division III of the National Wheelchair Basketball
Association.
For information about corporate sponsorships or to register a team, please contact
Ruth Kirby at 901-507-8569 or wcbb@thearcmidsouth.org Team registration also is
available online at www.thearcmidsouth.org.
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Join The Arc Mid-South at its
Annual International Tea

Connie J. Booker, President
Bennie L . Cobb, Vice President
Corey Young, Treasurer
Andrea Goodman , Secretary
Diane Anderson
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Kathleen N. Gomes
Terrence Green
Florence Howard

International foods, fashions, dance and music will be sampled at
The Arc Mid-South’s 4th Annual International Tea on
Saturday, May 19, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
Kroc Center, 800 East Pkwy., South.
Admission is $25. Vendor spaces are available for $50.
To buy tickets or become a vendor, please visit www.thearcmidsouth.org/tea or
call (901) 327-2473.

Claudia Espinoza de Posada
Toni Polk
Merle Smith
Dr. Sharon Webb

Message from the Executive Director

Bullying and Harassment of Students with
Disabilities

Carlene I. Leaper

How do you handle bullying in the schools? Many
parents have said this has become an alarming issue,
so I have pulled resources about how to address bullying and where to go for help.
One parent has been in contact with The Arc MidSouth’s office about her interaction with her son’s
school regarding physical aggression. I think you’ll
agree with me that the outcome was disheartening -the parent withdrew her son from the school and now
fears that there is no safe place to educate him.

The Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights
(OCR) and Justice Department have said that bullying
also might be considered harassment when it is based
on a student’s race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or religion. Harassing behaviors may include:






Unwelcome conduct such as verbal abuse,
name calling, epithets, or slurs
Graphic or written statements
Threats
Physical assault
Other conduct that may be physically threatening, harmful, or humiliating

Children with disabilities -- such as physical, developmental, intellectual, emotional, and sensory disabilities -- are at an increased risk of being bullied. Any
number of factors -- physical vulnerability, social skill Read the online blog article from the U.S. Departchallenges, or intolerant environments -- might inment of Education titled “Keeping Students with Discrease that risk. Research suggests that some children abilities Safe from Bullying.”
with disabilities might bully others as well.
In addition, children with such health issues
as epilepsy or food allergies might be at a higher risk
of being bullied. Bullying can include exposing them
to the things to which they are allergic. In these
cases, bullying is not just serious, it can mean life or
death.
This excerpt is from “Stopbullying.gov”: When bullying is directed at a child because of his or her established disability and it creates a hostile environment
at school, bullying behavior may cross the line and
become “disability harassment.” Under Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the school
must address the harassment.
Read more about at https://www.stopbullying.gov/
laws/federal/index.html#civil
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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act mandates that each child who has a disability and qualifies for special education and related services must
receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE).
Each state’s Department of Education must enforce
this law, which covers students with Individualized
Education Plans.
Section 504 and Title II apply if the harassment denies
a student with a disability an equal opportunity to
education. OCR enforces these laws, under which students with a 504 plan or Individualized Education Plan
qualify for protection.
In October 2014, OCR reminded schools that bullying
must not be tolerated -- including that against America's 6.5 million students with disabilities.

Continued on page 3
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Message from the Executive Director
If a student with a disability is being bullied, federal
laws require schools to take immediate and appropriate action to investigate and take steps to stop the
bullying and prevent it from recurring. The letter said
such bullying might result in a denial of FAPE, which
the school must remedy.

Under Section 504, the IEP or 504 team should convene when bullying of a student with a disability occurs to determine whether the student’s needs have
changed and whether FAPE is still being provided.
When OCR receives such a complaint, it may investigate whether there has been a FAPE violation, a disability-based harassment violation, or both.

From The Parent:
On Feb 26, 2018, at 9:25 PM, Jane DOE wrote:
Thank you for checking on us. The meeting went horribly. The principal of the school actually told me to my
face that he could not guarantee that there would be no further incidents like the one that occurred last week
and suggested that maybe my son was not ready for school.
My son has a severe language deficit but he has been telling me repeatedly for months that others hit him at
school and that he is afraid to go to school. I have witnessed numerous acts of physical aggression among students at the school which leads me to believe my son is telling the truth. Instead of working with me to find a
peaceable solution to the problem, they tried to shift the blame on my son.
I don’t know what else to do. If I can’t trust the school with my son’s safety, I certainly can’t trust them with
his education.
Today, I withdrew my son from school because they are not able to meet his need, which was clearly identified
by two psychologists, for placement in an educational setting free from exposure to physical aggression.
Since my son is no longer enrolled in school, I don’t know if there is anything you can do to help us now. I’m
not sure what your limitations are.
Thank you again for following up. I wish I had more pleasant news to report.
-- Mother of John Doe

Register/link your Kroger Plus Card and support
The Arc Mid-South while you shop!
The Kroger Community Rewards Program® was designed to make our
fundraising the easiest in town by
simply using your personal Kroger
Plus Card. You lose no benefits personally and Kroger donates a portion of the dollars spent to The Arc Mid-South.
Enroll now for the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning awards during the coming year.
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It's easy... just shop, swipe your card & earn!
The Arc Mid-South's organization number with Kroger
is 81469. Do you already have an account? Please sign
in https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRe
wardsNow and link your Kroger Plus Card to The Arc MidSouth. If you don't have access to the internet, please call
The Arc Mid-South at (901) 327-2473 for assistance.
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American Snuff
Co. employees
recently visited
The Arc MidSouth’s Learning, Education,
Training
Skills class to present a
$2,000
donation and learn firsthand how the money will help benefit individuals with intellectual and developmental
American Snuff Co. employees Shawana Cox, Mary Solomon, Mae
disabilities. The LETS program tutors students Stephens, and Clayton Griffin received a recognition award from
in reading, math, science, social studies, GED Executive Director Carlene Leaper and LETS student Marquee H.
and job preparation, and basic life skills
(money management, health and nutrition, sex education, etc.) – all important information that will help
higher-functioning individuals with disabilities find and keep jobs.
Robin came to The Arc Mid-South after suffering a massive
stroke in 2007 and being declared brain dead. “The Arc helped
me rebuild the skills that I had forgotten,” she told the visitors.
“Now I’m planning to attend the University of Memphis.”
Joseph was shot in the head, “but God saved me. I want to get
my GED and then work,” he said. After spending 10 years at another local nonprofit agency without making any progress,
Lashonda began attending the LETS class -- which led her to
getting a job at the FedEx Hub in 2016.
“We don’t have anyone in here whining about their disabilities,” Executive Director Carlene Leaper said as she pointed to
a sign on the classroom wall that said, “The only limits in this
life are the ones you make.”

New Board President
Connie J. Booker, business owner, is the 2018
president of The Arc MidSouth’s Board of Directors.
Her adult son Colin was born
with megalencephaly, which
led to a diagnosis of intellectual disability.
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Clayton Griffin, Senior Manager of Engagement
and Training for American Snuff Co., presented
a $2,000 donation to Executive Director Carlene
Leaper, makings LETS student Kody D. very
happy.

New Board Member
Lester Brown, a vice president/relationship
manager with First Tennessee
Bank’s Private Client Services, has
joined The Arc Mid-South’s board.
Brown also serves on the Board of
Directors of Playhouse on the
Square and Bartlett Area Chamber
of Commerce. He is a 1998 graduate of Leadership Bartlett.
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Self-Advocacy Brunch and Discussion Forum
Individuals with disabilities can achieve their goals if they put their
minds to it – that was the message that more than 40 people heard
when they attended The Arc Mid-South’s Self-Advocacy Brunch and
Discussion Forum at the Central Library.
“Don’t say ‘dis’ to me,” panelist Lou Conley said. “I have an ability…
You have to change people’s minds about the way they see you….Your
disability is a possibility.”
Conley, who is hearing impaired, is a rehabilitation consultant who
holds three college degrees and is working on her doctorate. Learning
was difficult for her; even with note takers, it took Conley 14 years to
earn her bachelor’s degree from University of Memphis. “My limitation
was one class at a time,” she said.
LETS student Kenneth L. and Executive
Laurie Hobson, who has Down syndrome, said people with disabilities Director Carlene Leaper welcomed guests.
are more alike than different. She is a prime example, having been a
cheerleader, school band and dance troupe member, Kroger employee
and board member of the National Down Syndrome Congress. Yet she knows “what it feels like to have people say
things that don’t always make me feel good about myself,”
Hobson said.

Selina Rucker, who has cerebral palsy, has been bullied and
teased, too. “It’s not their fault,” she said of her tormenters.
“It’s their parents’ fault. They should have told them that people are different, that there are all kinds of people in the
world.”
Speakers included (from left) Selina Rucker, Laurie
Hobson, Claudia Espinoza de Posada and Lou Conley.

Like the other panelists, the Southwest Tennessee Community
College student has a positive attitude. “If you tell me I can’t
do something, that will motivate me even more to do it,“
Rucker said. “I can do whatever I put my mind to. I cook, I
clean. I do everything on
my own. I even go places
on my own, thanks to
MATA Plus.”

Claudia Espinoza de
Posada was happy when
her family was transferred
to Memphis for her husAudience members asked questions and told their own band’s job because no
social supports existed for
stories about coping with disabilities.
her autistic son in Mexico.
She was less than thrilled, however, with the foot-dragging she encountered
when she tried to enroll Omar in local schools.
Friends and neighbors pointed her to Support and Training for Exceptional Parents (STEP), which provided guidance. Espinoza also attended the Volunteer
Advocacy Project, a 12-week teleconferenced class that The Arc Mid-South offers in association with Vanderbilt Kennedy Center in Nashville. Today, she is a
member of The Arc Mid-South’s Board of Directors.
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LETS students Angie S. and Marquee
H. led the Pledge of Allegiance as
panelists Claudia Espinoza de Posada
and Lou Conley watched.
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Disability Day on the Hill
More than 30 people joined The Arc Mid-South on Feb. 14 in traveling to
Nashville to lobby state legislators to support two bills that would affect
people with disabilities:
The Supported Decision Making Agreement Act (SB 264/HB 941) would define “least restrictive alternatives to conservatorship” as processes that
let people with disabilities maintain as many decision-making rights as
possible. The goal is to maximize their independence while minimizing
the risk of abuse or neglect.
Support the Aging Caregiver legislation (HB 1542/SB 1494) would amend a
2016 law to let people with developmental disabilities enroll in the Employment and Community First (ECF) CHOICES program to get a SelfDetermination Waiver if they have custodial parents or caregivers age
75 and older. The statute now only covers individuals with intellectual
disabilities.

State Sen. Mark Norris visited with
Stephanie Williams, Ruby Bridges, Cheryl
Williams, Sandra Strickland and Arc
staffer Mary Townes.

“Everybody had a really good time at DDH (Disability Day on the Hill),” Community Advocate Sandra Hawkins said.
“We had two hearing-impaired people join us on the bus this year, so Sen. Mark Norris helped us get sign-language
interpreters to assist during our visit.”
Hawkins divided The Arc Mid-South’s lobbyists into five groups, who met with about 30 state lawmakers in all. “They
made a good impression,” she said.

Memphis Inter-Denominational
Fellowship salutes Gomes, Wharton
The Arc Mid-South will be receiving part of the proceeds
raised by the Ride for Wyatt that begins at noon on Saturday, March 24 in Olive Branch, MS.
Sponsored by the Iron Order Motorcycle Club, the ride
will start and finish at Mississippi Ale House, 9211 Old
Hwy. 78. Afterwards, a crawfish boil will be held – meal
tickets will be $10 for non-riders and $5 for riders. Race
registration, which begins at 10 a.m., is $20.
The ride is named in honor of a 7-yearold boy who has cerebral palsy, ADHD,
scoliosis and autism. Wyatt, who loves to
run, uses special braces and shoe insoles
to aid his movement.
So make it a day by first attending the
Wheelchair Basketball Tournament, which starts at Raymond Skinner Center in Memphis at 9 a.m., then head
down to Olive Branch to watch Executive Director Carlene Leaper receive a check at approximately 1:30 p.m.
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One of The Arc Mid-South’s Board of
Directors has been named among 12
Most Outstanding Women in the
Memphis judicial system.
Shelby County Probate Judge Kathleen Gomes is among those being
honored by the Memphis InterDenominational Fellowship, Inc., at
an April 14 luncheon.

Judge
Kathleen Gomes

Ruby Wharton, a member of The Arc
Mid-South’s corporate advisory committee, also will be honored at the
event at Salvation Army Kroc Center.
Actress Karen Abercrombie of “War
Attorney
Room” will be keynote speaker.
Ruby Wharton
Proceeds will benefit Memphis
Theological Seminary, The Salvation Army and Back to
Church School Crusade program.
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The Arc Mid-South’s
23rd Annual Awards and
Benefit Gala
Saturday, October 13, 2018
6-8 p.m.
Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar
Memphis Botanic Garden
750 Cherry Road
Memphis, TN 38117
Sponsorships available
For more information please call
901-327-2473

April 13-15
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

October 19-21
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

May 11-13
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

November 16-18
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

June 8-10
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

December 7-9
The Grove
849 Rocky Point Road
Cordova, TN 38018

August 17-19
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

Summer Camp
July 26-29

September 14-16
Nelson Woods Retreat Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

Nelson Woods Retreat
Center
3932 W. Union Rd
Millington TN 38053

For more information, please contact Ms. McQueen at
kmcqueen@thearcmidsouth.org or call at (901) 327-2473.

“I Matter” Conference
What is going to happen after your child with disabilities turns 18 and becomes a legal adult? Join us for an invaluable session that will answer your questions about financial and estate planning. This workshop will address the needs that families
have in planning for the financial and legal future of their relative with a disability. Topics will include ABLE Accounts that
create tax-advantaged savings accounts for individuals with disabilities, Preserving Eligibility for Government Benefits
through Proper Estate Planning, Special Needs Trusts, Guardianship and Less Restrictive Alternatives — The Implications for
Consent, Health Care Proxies, and Selecting a Knowledgeable Attorney.

Saturday, April 14
● 9 am to 12 pm
● $25 admission
University Center, Memphis Room
at University of Memphis
Speakers:
Judge Kathleen Gomes - Shelby County Probate Court
Ruby Wharton, Attorney at Law - The Wharton Law Firm
Cherry Williamson - ECF Choices Member Advocate West-TN,
United Healthcare Community Plan
William King Self, Jr., Attorney at Law - Apperson Crump PLC
TO REGISTER

www.thearcmidsouth.org or call (901) 327-2473.
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The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of

JOIN The Arc Mid-South as a member and help support
individuals with disabilities

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

