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All proceeds go to support our GED and Literacy Program
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Message from the Executive Director

We have many wonderful things happening in our agency, which
now serves approximately 154 people in West Tennessee and
surrounding counties. We hope this newsletter will become your
source for stories and information on upcoming events.
Carlene I. Leaper

Community members and longtime donors believed in our mission
and donated almost $200,000. These gifts are used to fill the gaps caused by what
Medicaid does not cover for people we support.
We accomplished so much in 2018.
For more than six decades, The Arc Mid-South has been committed to helping people with disabilities, and their families, by providing quality services. There is a lot
we can do if we do it together - individuals, families, staff and our communities to build futures for people with developmental disabilities.
Check out a few happenings around The Arc Mid-South over the next few weeks.
Please view our website, www.thearcmidsouth.org under Arc Announcements for
events.
We would like to implement a 'Meet and Greet' where families are invited to ask
questions and talk about statewide changes in funding. Additionally, we plan to
reach out to smaller communities throughout West Tennessee to see if there are
people in need of the support services we offer. I used to say that The Arc is the
best kept secret in Tennessee, but, that is shifting as we continue building momentum as a strong leader in supporting people with intellectual disabilities.
I invite you to join us at one of our monthly Advocacy and Educational meetings or
other events. This will be an excellent opportunity to learn more about our mission
and our support services. If you are interested in hearing and learning more about
The Arc Mid-South from those who know it best, give us a call at (901) 327-2473!!
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Agency Program News
Life, Education, Training, Skills
Program

Family Support Services
Individuals with disabilities enjoyed playing board games
and craft activities recently at The Arc Mid-South’s weekend retreat at The Grove in Cordova.

The Arc Mid-South had a special guest in the classroom
in January- Ms. Beverly Perkins from Memphis Light Gas
and Water (MLGW). She explained how to read a utility
bill and weatherize homes to reduce energy
consumption which will reduce the utility cost .

Summer Camp
July 25-28
A wonderful and exciting summer camp experience is just around the corner.
Campers will enjoy fresh air, interacting with their peers and participating in
water fun, volleyball, dodgeball, kickball, slip and slide water wave rides,
swimming, baseball and nature walks.
For more information, please contact The Arc Mid-South at 901-327-2473.

Fills up fast!

Join The Fun!

Are you a compassionate care giver?
Does dependable, self-motivated,
full of energy describe you?
The Arc Mid-South is hiring Direct Support Professionals to serve
individuals with disabilities (3:1 ratio) at our 3 day overnight Summer Camp
Nelson Woods Retreat Center, Millington, TN
This is a great opportunity for college students specializing in social work,
special education, therapy, psychology, nursing, and other social and human service fields.
Summer Camp July 25-28, 2019
For more information contact
The Arc Mid-South at
901.327.2473
info@thearcmidsouth.org
www.thearcmidsouth.org/employment.htm
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Agency Program News
Highlights from National Disability Awareness Month Celebration
Disability Day on the Hill
The Arc Mid-South had the privilege to attend Disability
Day on the Hill 2019 in Nashville, TN. With the assistance of the TN Disability Coalition we were able to reserve a bus from Cline Tours and take 30 individuals, including families, caregivers, and clients, to the
event.
The group was divided into small groups in order to meet
with our Representatives and Senators, and we were
able to share our stories and advocate for various issues including:
Sitting down L-R: Kathleen L., Clara T., Patti Lehigh,
Healthcare: We advocated for the administration to con- Dr. Sharon Webb,
tinue TennCare’s federal/state partnership with its two- Standing L-R: Kenneth L., Rep. Kirk Haston, Robyn
to-one match rather than promote/support a move to
E., Kyona H. and Dionte M.
block grants or per-capita caps.
Home and Community Based Long Term Services and
Supports (HCBS LTSS): We advocated
for administration to include funding for a minimum
1,200 new slots in the ECF (Employment and Community
First) Choices waiver for the fiscal year 2020-2021:
Direct Support Professionals: We advocated for the administration to make all the funds appropriated for DSP
wages recurring funds.
Employment: We advocated for the administration to
continue the Employment First Task Force and to become a leader in employing people with disabilities
Seating at the table left to right: Kenneth Lurry,
in Ssate government.
Kenya Hagger, Sandra Hawkins, Dionta M., Senator
Education: We advocated for the administration to sup- Dolores Gresham and Robyn E.
port the current Division of Special Population’s work of
creating inclusive education environments for students
with IDD, providing the high-quality training for its educators, and creating strong transition programs that
prepare students for life after high school.
Affordable and Accessible Housing: We advocated for the administration to leverage federal funds and
public-private partnerships to expand the creation of more affordable housing option for this population.
Transportation: We advocated for the administration to think about the needs of people with IDD as they
explore transportation issues across the state.
Katie Beckett Waiver HB 1050 SB 0464: This would be a waiver for children who have long-term disabilities or complex medical needs and live at home. It allows children to receive services at home with additional supports, instead of in a health care facility or institutional setting. Under TEFRA/ Katie Beckett,
only the child’s income and resources are considered (not those of the parents) when determining an individual’s eligibility for services.
After all of the appointments were over, the team leaders made sure that all members of their team
were present and ready to go. The trip was very successful again this year. Many of the participants reported having a great time and the representatives expressed their appreciation for meeting with us and
for the time we put into advocating for the various issues.
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Agency Program News
Highlights from National Disability Awareness Month Celebration
Job Readiness Workshop:

Appetite for Employment “#GET a Job” “#KEEP a Job”

The Arc Mid-South hosted the annual Job Readiness Workshop designed especially for students with disabilities at Anointed Temple Of Praise Church with breakout sessions on Vocational Rehabilitation, Selfadvocacy Skills and Finding Employment.
LaTroyal Williams
from TN Vocational
Rehabilitation
explained students
about the program
Self– Advocate
Warren Mack
speaks about Self
advocacy skills

Mr. Jason Reed fromWinchester Bowling
explained about Employment Preparation.
Mr. Beasley from
Shelby County
Schools talked about
Daily Preparation

Annual Wheelchair Basketball
Congratulations to BeU Clothing, who defeated The
Last Resort to win its fourth championship in our
annual wheelchair-basketball tournament at Skinner Center. Thanks to the Rollin’ Grizzlies, Team
Crumpy Bunch, The Ladies Poise cheerleaders, our
sponsors, volunteers and all those who came out
and helped make the March 16 event a great success!
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Agency Program News
Tenncare Connect:
As you might have heard, TennCare Connect is the new TennCare self-service web portal. By simplifying and streamlining the eligibility process for applicants, members, and partners, it will help the 1.3
million Tennesseans covered by TennCare to manage their accounts and make it easier to apply for and
receive TennCare benefits.
• Applicants and members can create an account on the TennCare Connect website by using this
link: www.tenncareconnect.tn.gov.
• Once they create an account, members and applicants will be able to:
• Apply for benefits
• Check application status
• Renew benefits (including Annual Medicaid Redeterminations)
• View and manage current coverage
• Report changes
• View notices
• Upload documents
Applicants and members will also be able to download the TennCare Connect Mobile App from either
Apple iTunes or Google Play, which will allow them to conveniently manage their benefits from
their mobile device once they have been approved for TennCare coverage.
What about healthcare.gov?
Although individuals can always apply at healthcare.gov, TennCare asks that all walk-in clients now apply
directly to TennCare Connect so TennCare can receive the application faster. They can apply online at the
website listed above, using the attached paper application, or by phone. To apply by phone, call TennCare
Connect (formerly known as Tennessee Health Connection) at 1-855-259-0701. Renewals can also be completed online at TennCare Connect or by calling the TennCare Connect call center.
Source: Open line April 3,2019

Register/link your Kroger Plus Card and support
The Arc Mid-South while you shop!
The Kroger Community Rewards
Program® was designed to make
our fundraising the easiest in
town by simply using your personal Kroger Plus Card. You lose
no benefits personally and Kroger donates a portion of the dollars spent to The Arc Mid-South. Enroll now for the
Kroger Community Rewards Program. All participants must re-enroll each year to continue earning
awards during the coming year.
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It's easy... just shop, swipe your card & earn!
The Arc Mid-South's organization number with Kroger
is 81469. Do you already have an account? Please
sign
in https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommuni
tyRewardsNow and link your Kroger Plus Card to The
Arc Mid-South. If you don't have access to the internet, please call The Arc Mid-South at (901) 327-2473
for assistance.
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Upcoming Events
Weekend Retreats and Summer Camp
The Arc Mid-South has been “empowering individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to
achieve their full potential” since 1950.
In 1969, The Arc began its first respite summer camp to give families a break from the daily caretaking of
their loved ones.
Then, seeing an increased need for respite services, The Arc began offering monthly weekend retreats.
This freed up time for caregivers to pursue their own lives while giving individuals with disabilities the opportunity to interact with their peers and experience social, recreational, and educational activities
geared to improve their motor skills.
The retreats have a 3:1 client-staff ratio and are designed for youths age 8 and up.
To register a family member or get more information, please call (901) 327-2473.

The Arc Mid-South’s
24rd Annual Awards and Benefit Gala
Saturday, October 19, 2019
Memphis Botanic Garden
750 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117
Sponsorships available
For more information please call
901-327-2473
The Arc Appeal
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The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of

JOIN The Arc Mid-South as a member and help support
individuals with disabilities

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

