The Arc Appeal
“Empowering People with Developmental Disabilities to Achieve their Full Potential”
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hole sponsorship
opportunities
available!

saturday, july 28th
the club at north creek- southaven, ms
Our guest speaker will be Zachary griffith,
deputy director of legal council for tn-dmrs

The Arc of the Mid-South is hosting its

1ST ANNUAL ADA CELEBRATION GOLF TOURNAMENT
To Celebrate the 17th Anniversary of the signing
of the American Disabilities Act.
Golf tournament details:
individual cost- $100.00
(INCLUDES LUNCH & GIFT BAG)
team of 4 cost- $400.00
(INCLUDES LUNCH & GIFT BAG)
hole sponsorship cost- $750.00
(INCLUDES A TEAM OF 4, AN ADVERTISEMENT AT ONE HOLE LOCATION,
AN ADVERTISEMENT IN OUR PUBLICATIONS, 4 GIFT BAGS, AND LUNCH)
lunch only cost- $20.00
Registration begins @ 7 am
luncheon will begin @ 1 pm
to register for the golf tournament:

- CONTACT THE ARC OF THE MID-SOUTH OFFICES FOR A REGISTRATION FORM
- PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
tHE ARC OF THE MID-SOUTH
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Director’s Corner
Board of Directors:
Merle Smith- President
Connie J. Booker- Treasurer
Corey Young- Secretary
Maria Randall
Kathleen N. Gomes
Diana Abdul Rahim
Sherry Aaholm
Terry Hardaway
Amy Robertson

Staff Directory:
Executive DirectorCarlene I. Leaper
Administrative AideFreda Fowler
Administrative AssistantDeborah Littlejohn
Director of Family Services &
Career DevelopmentKaren McQueen
Asst Mgr. of Family Services &
Career DevelopmentBrandi Sharp
Case ManagerBillie Martin
Case ManagerRaquel Woodard
Case ManagerPrecious Brown
Respite CoordinatorMichelle Alexander
Community AdvocateMegan Long
Admin. Family ServicesDebbie Slack
Asst. Mgr. Career
DevelopmentJohnnie Ijames
Vocational DeveloperRashanda Lawyer
Program CoordinatorBenjamin Davis
Job CounselorMichael Billingsley
Director of Human ResourcesEric Conway
Human Resource AssistantLare Allen
Human Resource TrainerWilliam Story
Payroll ClerkAndrea Brantley
Financial ManagerSandra Watkins
Bookeeper AssistantTrina Dowden
Bookeeper AssistantGlenn Hayes
Project AssistantChandrika Prahalathan
Marketing/ Events CoordinatorNdi Onukogu
Marketing SpecialistKatie Atkins
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Healthy Development and Early Intervention
The Arc of the Mid South aims to collaborate with parents, health care
providers, early childhood educators, and other professionals in order to ensure
the best developmental outcome for every child. Today, according to the U.S.
Department of Education, only 2.59% of children under age three are being served
through the federally-funded Early Intervention Program. Yet, 17% of children
under the age of 18 are affected by a developmental, behavioral, or learning
disorder. From birth to age three is such a critical time in a child’s development, a
delay in diagnosis may compromise a child’s chance for success.
With proper intervention, a child can overcome a wide range of
developmental problems. Intensive, well-designed, and timely intervention
can improve the quality of life for many children who are considered at risk for
cognitive, social, or emotional impairment. Even children with conditions such as
autism, once thought to be virtually untreatable, can make measurable progress
with effective intervention. Well-implemented programs can brighten a child’s future
and make a positive impact on the entire family. Early and appropriate intervention
can be the key to greater independence, increased participation in the wider
community, and ultimately, a more productive and fulfilling life as an adult. Without
identification through screening, a child may not receive the early and intensive
interventions he or she needs. Identification is essential for intervention.
Parents and pediatricians should work in partnership to assure that each
child grows and develops to his or her full potential. All children will have a greater
chance for success if the first signs of a developmental disorder are closely
monitored.
After a physician confirms the presence of a developmental delay or
disorder, parents have to contend with a range of emotions: grief, disbelief, anger,
hope, fear. Coming to terms with a child’s developmental delay or disorder can
be a lengthy process. While each parent responds differently, many parents recall
that the first steps towards self-education and action proved crucial not only for
the child’s well-being, but for their own. The only magical formula for a child’s best
outcome is an active and involved parent. Spend time with your child. You don’t
need a degree in psychology to help your child. Don’t hesitate to ask your child’s
physician for help. And don’t be afraid to lean on your family and friends. Beyond
love and acceptance, you will find that creativity and persistence are invaluable
tools. Speaking to parents of children diagnosed with disabilities, one theme is
clear- Act Now.
Once a parent is ready to move forward, it may be helpful to start a small notebook.
One of the first lists for your notebook might be the following “to do” list, which
includes six crucial steps to take after a child has been identified as having
developmental delays:
• Follow up with initial contacts from Early Intervention
• If your child is 30 months or older, contact the local school district
• Request a referral, and/or research and contact specialists
• Begin the process of understanding your insurance plan
• Make appointments for further diagnostic testing
• Start to consider “What’s Next?” -- What else do I need to know?
In conclusion, love your child, support inclusion, be involved in the everyday life
activities and become your child’s advocate.
Sincerely,
Carlene I. Leaper
Executive Director
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New Faces to the Arc
New Employees

Michelle Alexander
Respite Coordinator
Michelle Alexander joins us with over 5 years of experience in Family
Services, specifically as a Family Services Advocate for the local Head
Start program. Michelle, originally from Memphis obtained her Bachelor
of Arts in Social Work from LeMoyne-Owen College.

Precious Brown
Case Manager
Precious Brown joins our Family Services team with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology from the University of Memphis. Prior to joining
our staff, Precious was employed with Girls Inc.

New Board Members

Sherry A. Aaholm
Executive V.P. Information Technology FedEx Services
A native of Wisconsin, Aaholm attended the University of Wisconsin-Green
Bay and is a member of the Council of Logistics Management. Ms. Aaholm
was recognized in 2005 as Computerworld’s Top 100 IT Leaders. Since
joining FedEx in 1999 as vice president and chief information officer of FedEx
Logistics, Ms. Aaholm has held several management positions. Through Ms.
Aaholm’s leadership and vision, IT is focused on utilizing and leveraging
information technology to transform how customers do business with FedEx.

Terry Hardaway
Regional Director of Food and Beverage- Harrah’s
Terry Hardaway, born and raised in Memphis, TN joins our Board of Directors
with over 30 years of Restaurant / Food & Beverage experience. Currently,
Mr. Hardaway serves as the Regional Director of Food and Beverage for
Harrah’s in Tunica, MS.

Amy Robertson
Attorney/ CPA
Amy M. Robertson,Wealth Advisor at Private Wealth Management, Inc
recently earned her J.D. at Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law at the
University of Memphis in December 2006. Prior to that accomplishment, Ms.
Robertson spent four years practicing as a Certified Public Accountant. Ms.
Robertson received her B.S.B.A. from Christian Brothers University and also
holds a M.B.A. from CBU and a Master of Science in Accounting, Taxation
major, from the University of Memphis.
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Family Support Services
Sign-up for our Summer Camps:
July 5-9 at Memphis Job Corp.
in Memphis, TN
August 1-5 at Pinecrest Camp
in Moscow, TN
* We are still in need of Camp Staff and Camp Volunteers. If you are interested
please contact Family Services @ 901.327.2473

Weekend Retreat Report:
Our last Weekend Retreat was a BLAST! We had 16 attendees who played water
sports, made crafts, and enjoyed a fun luau.

Craft time

Water Games time

Luau time...everyone dance!!

Career Development
Benjamin Davis (Career Development Program Coordinator) works with our students
everyday in the PAES Lab to develop the skills needed in the workplace. In the months
of April, May, and June we have had the opportunity to place many new people into the
workforce, empowering them to achieve success as adults.

Benjamin Davis and Maxie
Willingham working on time
management.
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Tandrea Wooten hard at work.
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Albert Harris working with our
piping exercise.
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Important Information

Tennessee wants children, teens, and young adults to be healthy. That’s why a new program called
TENNderCare was started. This program gives children on TennCare free check-ups. These checkups make sure babies and children stay healthy. TENNderCare also wants to make sure teens and
young adults are healthy and receive what they need to stay that way.
Your child’s doctor or health department can give your child a check-up.The check-ups include facts
about your child’s past health. A complete check-up includes eye and hearing checks. If it’s time for
your child to get their shots, you can get them during the check-up. You can also learn ways to keep
your child healthy. A check-up will also ask you questions about how your child acts and grows. The
TENNderCare program also will pay to have your child’s teeth checked. If any health problems are
found during your child’s check-up, the medical care is free. TENNderCare will also help if you need a
ride to your doctor’s office.
You may make an appointment for your child’s check-up by callling your doctor or health department.
For more information, call the TennCare Information Line at 1-866-311-4287.
The Frist Center is pleased to announce a statewide Call for Works for
an exhibition highlighting adult artists with disabilities. The exhibition
is schedule for May 16 to September 14, 2008 in the Center’s Conte
Community Arts Gallery. Entries are open to emerging and professional
artists ages 18 years and older living in the state of Tennessee who have
a physical, cognitive or mental disability (a disability is defined as an
impairment that substantially limits a major life activity). All proposals must
be submitted by October 1, 2007.
The exhibition is conceived to provide an opportunity for emerging and
professional artists with disabilities to showcase their work, to promote
disability awareness, and to help eliminate barriers for people with
disabilities through the arts. All Frist Center visitors may view artwork in this
gallery space free of charge.
For further information about the Frist Center’s Call for Works or to be
mailed an Entry Form, please contact Susie Elder at (615)744-3351 or by
email at selder@fristcenter.org.

Our Advocacy department needs your help:
We are currently working to develop a complete and
accurate library of information for our families, service
recipients, and staff to use on a daily basis to provide
the best services possible. If you have a doctor,
dentist, or any other type of health provider
that your family has enjoyed working with in the past
and whom you would recommend to work with other
individuals with disabilities, please contact Megan
Long @ 901-327-2743. Thank you for your help!!
The Arc Appeal
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Upcoming Events
JULY
4
5-8
10
12
28

Independence Day - Office closed
Family Services Summer Camp @ Memphis Job Corp.
Board Meeting @ 5:30 pm
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
ADA Celebration Golf Tournament
7:00 AM @ The Club at North Creek Southaven, MS

AUGUST
1-4
Family Services Summer Camp @ Pinecrest Camp Grounds Mosocw, TN
7
Parent Training- Self Advocacy & Transition @ 6:00 pm
9
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
SEPTEMBER
6
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
13
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
20
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
27
Gala Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
28
12TH ANNUAL BENEFITS & AWARDS GALA @ 7PM
MEMPHIS AREA HOME BUILDERS ASSOCATION

DANCE DRAMA SUMMER WORKSHOP
For Individuals with Disabilities
Ages 12 and older
Sponsored by New Day Children’s Theatre
Explore dance and drama while building friendships in this interactive
workshop led by Pan VanGilder, movement specialist at Madonna
Learning Center and Jennny Odle Madden, director of Voices of the South.
Student assistants from the New Day Children’s Theatre and
Ballet Memphis School will join us in this week-long workshop
Dates: July 16-20
Times: 1:00- 4:00
Cost: $100.00 (checks payable to New Day Children’s Theatre)
Location: Ballet Memphis Studios (Trinity at Germantown Rd)
Send Registration to: Pam VanGilder
8526 Sherman Oaks Dr. Germantown, TN 38138
For more information call 299-9790.
Enrollment is limited to 20 participants - register soon!

UCP’s 24th Annual Elvis Presley International 5k Run
August 18, 2007
Join thousands of Elvis fans in front of Graceland for the 25th Annual Elvis Presley
International 5k Run benefiting United Cerebral Palsy of the Mid-South. Over 2000
entrants from around the world will join in the family fun and raise money for UCP.
Register today to walk or run in the Elvis Presley
International 5k Run on August 18th!
To Register you may go online:
www.elvispresley5k.racesonline.com
Pre-Registration Cost: $20
(Register online or by mail until August 16th)
Race Day Registration Cost: $25
(Register between 6:30-7:30 am August 18th)
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Thanks to all the volunteers

The Tennessee Disability MEGA Conference was a great opportunity for us this year. Our staff
was able to attend courses to continue learning new methods, policies, and procedures taught
by nationally renowned speakers, teachers, artists, and activists. Some of the classes they
attended were:
Basic Rights Workshop- this session brought us up-to-date on laws and regulations within the
education field
Issues and Actions in Federal and State Governmental Affairs- this was a discussion packed
class regarding key issues affecting people with disabilities
Windows VISTA and XP: Tips and Tricks with the Built-In Accessibility Features- this was a
hands-on session to teach the new features of Windows VISTA and XP

Thanks to all of you who volunteered during the 2007 Stanford St.
Jude Championship at Southwind Golf Club in Germantown, TN June
4th through June 10th. We had a great time working in the Practice
Point concession booth while we raised almost $2,000 for our
organization! We hope to have this opportunity again next year so,
mark your calendars.

Ndi Onukogu and Debbie Slack volunteering in our concession
booth at the Stanford St. Jude Championship.
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Our concession booth at the practice point on the Southwind Golf
Course in Germantown, TN.
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The Arc of the Mid-South is a proud member of

“Empowering People with Developmental Disabilities to Achieve their Full Potential”

The Arc of the Mid-South
3485 Poplar Avenue, Suite 210
Memphis, TN 38111
(901) 327-2473 - Office
(901)327-1197 - Fax
www.arcmidsouth.net
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