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A Message from the Executive Director, Carlene Leaper
It is hard to believe we’re almost halfway through 2012! Thanks to all our supporters, members, parents,
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forums. Please take a moment to visit our website at www.thearcmidsouth.org for important information and legislative updates.
In 2012, a pivotal Presidential election year, we are fighting to protect Medicaid. Since many people with disabilities rely on publicservices in the face of budget cuts during tough economic times. Take time to get to know your local elected officials. With the
efforts from parents, advocates and supporters, the House & Senate passed the Budget to include a Budget Amendment of 1.681
million dollars for Family Support! This means with Governor Haslam's 1 million dollar addition and the 4.5 million dollars in the
original budget, this 1.681 million dollar amendment puts the program back at full funding! Thanks to all who advocated to your
legislator on behalf of this program.
Please note that advocacy never stops. During the entire year (even when the legislators are not in session) we need to contin-

Since enrolling in The L.E.T.S. Program, many students, such as these shown in a classroom, have
demonstrated improvement in their self esteem,
determination, and self-confidence.

ue to help educate our elected officials, media and society in general on the needs of individuals with disabilities for us to be successful. Please get involved to help in this educational process throughout the year. If you are not a member of The Arc Mid-South,
please join today! http://www.thearcmidsouth.org/membership.htm Your membership counts!!
Truly,

Executive Director

Arc Hosted Four Events to Raise Awareness of Disabilities
L.E.T.S. participants recently performed at a program celebrating Disability Awareness Month
which included a talent show hosted by The Arc.
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assistant services for all ages, comprehensive vocational rehabilitation services that includes assessments, job

ly funded services to fully participate in their communities, policy makers need to know you are concerned about continuing those

Penny Bateman, Vice President
Corey Young, Secretary

every aspect of life. We use a holistic approach that includes home maker services for the aging, personal

recreation programs provided once a month. We also advocate for people with disabilities at the legislature and in other public
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non-profit agency and resource center that empowers people with disabilities to realize their full potential in

readiness, development, job coaching and placement programs for adults, summer camps and our weekend

L.E.T.S. Participants Prepare for Commencement

The Arc Mid-South and the Life, Education,
Training Skills Program (L.E.T.S.) class invites the
public to share in the accomplishments of the
Hershey’s Wins
3
program’s graduates at the 2012 CommenceBasketball Tournament
ment on Thursday, May 17 at 10:00 a.m. at
Christ United Methodist Church, which is
The Arc Helps
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located at 4488 Poplar Ave.
Member Reclaim Hope
With a grant from the Assisi Foundation, The
L.E.T.S. Program started with 25 students, AcCongratulations Graduate 4
cording to The Arc Mid-South officials, the exCommunity Events
ponential growth of the program is evidence of
the need of the services it provides. The goal of
the L.E.T.S. Program is to increase the confidence and self-sufficiency of individuals with disaTHE ARC APPEAL
bilities. The program prepares young adults with
is an informational source
published by The Arc Mid-South disabilities to take the GED test.
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room instruction has been a challenge. A survey
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of classroom instructors indicates that some
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students need more one-on-one instruction deE-mail: inpending on the severity of their disabilities.
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However, on a much brighter note, the survey
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also reveals, that since enrolling in The L.E.T.S.
www.thearcmidsouth.org
Program, many students have demonstrated
improvement in their self esteem, determination,
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and self-confidence. Also, during this 12 weekExecutive Director
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service recipients and staff who have all contributed to the success of the agency. The Arc Mid-South is a

Each year, The Arc Mid-South offers two residential camp sessions.
Direct Care Counselors are present at a ratio of 3:1 in order to maintain
safety and provide campers with individualized attention. Campers participate in a variety of recreational activities centered on a central theme, chosen each summer. Registration starts in May and is accepted on a first come,
first serve basis. For more information or an application, please call Annette
Knox at (901) 327-2473.

Local faith-based and educational institutions joined businesses and community members to support Arc Mid-South’s 2012
March Madness. The Anointed Temple of Praise, Mississippi
Boulevard Christian Church and Christ United Methodist
Church were sites for the organization’s observance of National
Developmental Disabilities Month. During the month of March,
The Arc hosted four events to raise awareness of the challenges
encountered by people who have intellectual and physical disabilities.
The observance kicked-off at Christ United Methodist
Church with a talent showcase that featured Arc’s students. All
students who use Arc’s services have physical and/or intellectual
disabilities. The Showcase was an opportunity for the students
to display their unique talents and gifts while promoting awareness of the services the agency provides to the greater Memphis
community.
Mayor Mark H. Luttrell, Jr. and Executive Director Carlene I.
Leaper (third and fourth from right) pose with talent showcase stars Brandi, Scottie, and Mary

The Arc Appeal

Page 3

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MEMPHIS, TN
PERMIT NO. 171

Arc Hosted Four Events to Raise Awareness of Disabilities (cont.)
Arc Supporters Rally for
Disability Days on the Hill 2012

3485 Poplar Avenue, Suite 210
Memphis, TN 38111

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Arc galvanized its students and families to join staff and
other supporters to travel to the State Capitol for The 2012
Disability Days on the Hill on February 29 and March 14,
2012. During the event the groups met with Legislators and
rallied for the continued funding of the Family Support Program. If funding for the program is not restored by June 30,
2012, more than 4,500 Tennesseans with severe disabilities
will lose essential services.

Students Hone Job Skills at Annual Workshop
“Life after High School” was the theme of The Arc’s Annual
Job Readiness Workshop. Memphis and Shelby County high
school juniors and seniors who are enrolled in special education classes, along with students who are enrolled in Arc MidSouth’s Life, Education, Training Skills Program (L.E.T.S.) participated in the two-day event which was held at The Anointed
Temple of Praise.
On the first day, workshop participants attended informational sessions with a variety of topics including goal setting,
interviewing skills, employment planning and effective communication. Mr. Vernon Magnum, Operations Group Leader of
Cummins, Inc. was the keynote speaker during the plenary
session.
Maurice Williams, Administrative Operations Director with
the University of Memphis addressed the students during the
general session on the second day. After hearing Mr. Williams’
speech, the students met with potential employers to discuss
employment opportunities. Informational sessions that include
vocational rehabilitation, transitioning to work, and selfdetermination.

The Arc Mid-South supporters were in full force during The
2012 Disability Days on the Hill. Members, parents and staff
met with legislators to request continued funding of the Family
Support Program. Pictured (l—r) Background: Brandon O.,
Fedell Richardson Sr. ,Front: Deputy Steve McDaniel, Sandra
S. Fedell R. and Charlotte Richardson

Hershey’s Employees Named the
2012 Hoops from the Heart Champions
Hershey’s Company was named the 2012 Hoops from the
Heart champions as The Arc culminated its observance of National Developmental Disabilities Month on March 31. Corporate
teams including employees of the Shelby County Sheriff's Office,
Nike, Hershey’s, Sam’s Club, Cargill and Corning Mill competed
against The Rollin’ Grizzlies at Mississippi Boulevard Christian
Church’s family center during the annual Hoops from the Heart
Basketball Tournament. The Rollin’ Grizzlies is a local team of
men and women who have physical disabilities, which is sanctioned by the National Wheelchair Basketball Associations.
The Arc Mid-South is grateful to all who supported the
organization’s goal to raise public awareness of people with
disabilities.

Arc Helps Member Reclaim Hope with New Job
Former Arc member, Darrion T. was unemployed for four years and was beginning to lose hope.
Darrion’s mother, Vanessa Walton, was very diligent and committed to assisting Darrion with filling
out applications and attending interviews, but no job prospects surfaced.
Darrion and Vanessa met with Arc’s staff members and lamented the challenges he was facing before they decided to give The Arc another chance to help him become gainfully employed. Within
two weeks after his meeting with Arc staff, Darrion had an
The Arc’s Career Development
interview with Chili’s restaurant and was hired on the spot!
and Job Placement (CDJP) departDarrion’s face lit up with excitement and hope as he began his ment plays a vital role in empoworientation. Vanessa stated, “This job has changed Darrion’s
ering individuals to achieve their
life in so many ways.” Once again, The Arc achieved its goal to full potential.
empower its members to achieve their full potential.

Darrion T.

Preparing for Life, Planning for Success! Congratulations Brittany!
“To accomplish great things we must first Dream, then visualize, then plan...believe ...act!”
-Alfred A. Montapert-

A cross-section of professionals spoke to students during
The Arc’s Annual Job Readiness Workshop. Pictured (l—r)
Gwen Porter, Trina Weathers-Boyce, Janice Robinson,
Vernon Mangum, Lindsey Joyce, Mildred Shores and Shirley
Flowers.

Hershey’s Company was named the 2012 Hoops from the Heart
champions.

Brittany Carter, who has served as The Arc Mid-South’s Assistant Community Advocate since 2009
recently graduated from The University of Memphis with a bachelor’s degree in Professional Studies.
Brittany was recently honored as a recipient of the outstanding student award from the Tennessee
Association of Higher Education and Disability conference. The award honors a currently enrolled
student with a disability whose academic achievement, participation in student activities, and disability
advocacy have created positive disability awareness and helped dispel traditional myths regarding disabilities. Brittany is a shining example of The Arc’s mission to empower individuals with disabilities to
achieve their full potential. Carlene Leper, Executive Director stated, “I am so proud of Brittany, what
she
has accomplished is astronomical and her faith is phenomenal”. When speaking with Brittany, in
Brittany Carter
summary, Brittany said, “I would not be where I am today if not for relentless parents, pushy teachers,
and opportunities to be mentored by people in various professions who were family friends and mentors in my first few jobs. It is lonely in corporate America for people with disabilities, we are proud to be here, but all too few and far between.”

