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Message from the Executive Director
Greetings,
October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month: A quarter century
ago, our country took a major step toward fulfilling the fundamental American
promises of equal access, equal opportunity, and equal respect for all when
the Americans with Disabilities Act was made the law of the land. While we
have continued to make advancements that help uphold this basic belief, we
must address the injustices that remain. During NDEAM, we celebrate the
ways that individuals with disabilities strengthen our workforce, communities
and country, and we recommit to cultivating an America where all people are
able to build vibrant futures for themselves and their families.

Carlene I. Leaper

Americans with disabilities make up almost one-fifth of our population, but are unemployed at a rate that
is twice that of people without disabilities; for women and minorities with disabilities, the jobless rates
are even higher. Despite all they contribute to our society, people with disabilities still face discrimination by employers, limited access to skills training, and, too often, unfairly low expectations.
As an agency, we must continue to advocate and promote inclusion in the workplace and tear down the
barriers that remain -- in hearts, minds, and policies -- to the security and prosperity that stable jobs provide and that all people deserve. And we must actively foster a culture in which individuals are supported
and accepted for who they are, not by their label. Let us also pay tribute to all who fought for better
laws, demanded better treatment, and overcame ignorance and indifference to improve all people’s lives.
Speaking of October, this is the month that The Arc Mid-South holds its 21st Annual Awards & Benefit
Gala. The theme of the luncheon, emceed by WMC-TV meteorologist Ron Childers, is “Creating Independence, Supporting Literacy.” Please join us on Oct. 15 at Hilton Memphis and help celebrate The Arc MidSouth’s 66-year-old effort to ensure the effective education of people with disabilities.

Employers who give back! Thank You So Much For Your Continued Support!
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Agency Program News
National Disability
Employment Awareness Month
October is National Disability Employment Awareness
Month to raise awareness about disability employment
issues and celebrate the contributions of U.S. workers
with disabilities. This year’s theme is
“#InclusionWorks,” the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy says.
“By fostering a culture that embraces individual differences, including disabilities, businesses profit by
having a wider variety of tools to confront challenges,” said Jennifer Sheehy, deputy assistant secretary of labor for disability employment policy. “Our
nation’s most successful companies proudly make inclusion a core value. They know that inclusion works.
It works for workers, it works for employers, it works
for opportunity, and it works for innovation.”
The federal agency hopes that the hashtag theme will
spur people to post images and stimulate discussion on
social media about the many ways that “inclusion
works.”
National Disability Awareness Month dates back to
1945, when Congress declared the first week in October each year as “National Employ the Physically
Handicapped Week.” In 1962, the word “physically”
was dropped to acknowledge individuals with all types
of disabilities. In 1988, federal legislature expanded
the week to a month and changed the name to
NDEAM.

The Hershey Company is one of several businesses that
The Arc Mid-South partners with in order to help individual with disabilities become contributing members
in the community. This partnership gives Hershey
competent, dependable workers while also fulfilling
The Arc’s mission of empowering those with disabilities to achieve full independence.
This partnership began in 2013, when Hershey
launched an apprenticeship program to actively recruit, hire, train and retain individuals with intellectual and physical disabilities for its manufacturing facilities. So far, six Arc Mid-South clients have been
placed at Hershey in positions of equal opportunity
and wages.
These hiring practices have drawn accolades, with the
Hershey Company receiving a TNCO Award of Excellence as Business of the Year in 2014 as well as being
named Employer of the Year by The Arc Mid-South.

Kendra Gives Back Event (Proceeds benefit The Arc Mid-South)
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Agency Program News
Advocates celebrate the Americans with Disabilities Act
The Americans with Disabilities Act proved to be a revolutionary tool
that strengthened the U.S. workforce, made society more inclusive
and improved the lives of millions of people with disabilities.
That was U.S. Atty. Edward Stanton’s assessment, shared at the 26th
anniversary celebration of the federal law’s passage. His speech was
one highlight of the gathering at Memphis City Hall, which was sponsored by The Arc Mid-South.
The 1990 legislation prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in employment, transportation, public accommodation,
communications and governmental activities. But even 26 years
later, not everyone appears to have gotten the message.
Since 2011, Stanton’s West Tennessee office has prosecuted several
large restaurant chains that lacked parking, restrooms and ramps to
make their facilities accessible to people with disabilities. Hospitals
have been held accountable for not having interpreters for the hearing impaired; in one case, a deaf patient could not communicate
with medical personnel for two weeks! And numerous eateries have
been reprimanded for barring service animals who assist the visually
impaired.

U.S. Atty. Ed Stanton III and Carlene Leaper,
Executive Director, The Arc Mid-South

Arc staff member Leslie Jones welcomes the
crowd to the ADA celebration

Stanton referenced the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., saying “Life’s
most persistent, urgent question is ‘What are you doing for others?’ “
The ADA’s importance was underscored by an audience member, who
recounted a recent trip to Thailand. Anna Whalley, who uses a
walker because of arthritis, recalled not seeing any Thais with disabilities, probably because the Asian country lacked ramps and other
public assistive devices. “People with disabilities just stayed in their
houses. It was shocking,” Whalley said. “I missed all the things we
take for granted in this country.”

Executive Director Carlene Leaper with
members of LUCES, a support group for Hispanic families
affected by disability and Kate McDonald, Disability Rights TN
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John Warpole of Shelby County Code
Enforcement helps ensure that new construction
complies with ADA requirements.

Andrea “Cookie” Johnson, Disability Rights TN
and U.S. Atty. Ed Stanton III
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Agency Program News
Advocates discuss disability issues with U.S. Rep. Cohen
The Arc Mid-South’s advocacy staff and a group of self-advocates met on August 24 with U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen to discuss a few issues that are important to the disability community. Several self-advocates shared stories about their
experiences with education, employment, and transportation.
They also discussed how some current legislation would affect people with disabilities. The Disability Integration Act,
introduced by Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), would ensure that any individual with disabilities who is found eligible
for institutional care would also be given the option to receive the same necessary services and supports at home.
The Disability Community Act, pending in a U.S. House committee, would temporarily increase the Federal Medicaid
Assistance Percentage so that providers comply with a Labor Department rule to extend overtime pay to workers who
provide home-based services to people with disabilities. The Arc Mid-South supports both positions.

Vanesha Howard talks with Rep. Cohen about some
of the issues she faces as the parent of a child with
a disability.

Pictured (from left) are Allison Donald, Christine
Deener, Rep. Steve Cohen, Vanesha Howard,
Leslie Jones, Sandra Hawkins and Brittany Carter.

Highlights from Summer Camp 2016
Thanks to our generous donors, 26 clients were able to enjoy The Arc
Mid-South’s annual summer camp at Pinecrest Retreat Center in Moscow, TN. The campers spent five days and four nights enjoying enjoy
such activities as volleyball, swimming, Karaoke singing, and arts and
crafts.
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News and Events
The Arc Mid-South’s 2nd Annual International Tea and Fashion Show
The Arc Mid-South’s 2nd Annual International Tea and Fashion Show held at
Crowne Plaza East was an even greater
success than the first, generating over
$2,000 in proceeds to help support services for individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.
The international theme was carried
out at tables decorated with photos,
maps, foods and artifacts that represented the USA, Sri Lanka, Italy, Mexico, Africa, Virgin Islands and Jamaica.
After a show of applause, announcer
Ben Greene declared USA the audience’s favorite display.

Students from Darshini Natyalaya
performed traditional and folk-style
Indian dances, while the Annunciation Greek Church’s Athenian Dance
Troupe presented three dances. Tea
attendees also enjoyed watching the
Erolé Exposé Showcase Models as
they strutted a series of colorful
fashions often accentuated by sequins, feathers and all-round pizzazz.
Stanley E. Smith narrated. The tasting menu included Japanese cucumber salad; chicken, corn and lime
soup; stir-fried long beans; yellow
rice with raisins; chicken in coconut
milk; Jamaican jerk chicken; Congo
chicken soup; and assorted fruits,
cheeses and crackers.

(Above) Beverly Matthews and her
son,Donell, were among the tea guests.
(Below) Sasha Udupi kicked off the festivities by singing “Reflection,” a song
popularized by Christina Aguilera.
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The Arc motivational
moment
Hi everyone, my name is DeQuesha Williams. I recently graduated from the University of Memphis in May, with a bachelor's degree in paralegal studies. Being a
disabled student was challenging at first.
For instance, I didn’t know if the bus
would get me to school on time or if teachers would let
me into the classroom if I was late. Would my wheelchair
stop working today? Would I have enough time to take my
tests so that I could pass a class? Thank God for placing
Disability Services into my life and for giving me understanding teachers who helped me persevere so that I
could graduate.

Upcoming
Events
21st Annual Awards and Benefit Gala
Saturday, October 15, 2016 | 12:00 pm
Hilton Memphis
939 Ridge Lake Boulevard, Memphis, TN 38120
( More information on the first page of this newsletter)

2016 Weekend Retreats Schedule
October 21-23
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

December 9-11
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

Disability Services helped coordinate with my teachers
the plan I needed in order to graduate. They helped increase the time I was allotted to take tests and quizzes so
that I had sufficient time to take them. Each classroom
had a table so that I could take notes, and I was able to
discuss my transportation issues with teachers. I learned
that everything can be worked out, but
only if a person speaks up and says what
he or she needs.

November 11 - 13
Service Over Self
2505 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38112

My name is Angelica Allsup. I am
25 years old and have cerebral
palsy. I recently won The National
Miss Amazing beauty pageant in
Chicago. Miss Amazing is a beauty
pageant for people with disabilities. But it's not all about beauty,
it's for people to show their abilities. I want to use my platform to
be an advocate for people with
disabilities and show them that
they can do absolutely anything
that they set their mind to! I want
to encourage others not to use
their disability as an excuse, but to use it as an incentive
to work harder to accomplish their dreams.

Roy West from the Tennessee Department of the
Treasury will be at The Arc Mid-South to discuss
ABLE accounts and how they can benefit people
with disabilities. For more information, please contact Sandra Hawkins or Leslie Jones at (901) 3272473.

You might have many obstacles that you feel you will
never get over, but keep working hard. Take each day
one step at a time and never give up on what it is you
want to do. Once you accomplish a goal, you will feel so
good about yourself! You can help others do the same.
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2016 Advocacy Department Events
ABLE account info session
Date: Thursday, September 29
Time: 5:30 p.m.– 6:30 p.m.

STEP (Support and Training for Exceptional
Parents) Workshops
Date: Friday, October 21
Time: 10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m.
This workshop is for parents, family members, advocates, and professionals from disability organizations who want an in-depth overview of Tennessee’s RTI² framework and how this problem-solving
model will be used to identify the need for specialeducation intervention.
Workshop Session Times: English: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.
Spanish: 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm NO CHILDCARE is available for
these meetings. To register, please call: The Arc Mid-South at
901-327-2473 or email shawkins@thearcmidsouth.org
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The Arc Mid-South is a proud member of





Donate by Mail or Phone (901) 327-2473
Memorial and Honor Giving
Support While You Shop
The Kroger Community Rewards Program



Vehicle Donation
(877) 272-2270




Become a Monthly Donor
Become a Member
$10

$35

Student Membership (18-25)

Family Membership

Senior Citizen Membership (65+)

(at least two family members)

Self-Advocate Membership

https://twitter.com/ArcMidSouth
http://thearcmidsouth.blogspot.com

$25

$250 and up

Individual Membership

Corporate Membership

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Arc-Mid-South/155186569869

