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Person-Centered IDD Program
Integration
MThe Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
and TennCare are excited to announce that all Medicaid long-term
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services and supports (LTSS) programs for people with intellectual
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oversight of DIDD.The primary goal of this integration will be to

The Arc Mid-South's 70th Anniversary
Virtual Auction

and developmental disabilities (I/DD), including the Section 1915(c)
HCBS waivers, the Employment and Community First CHOICES
with Intellectual Disabilities (ICF/IID) will, for the first time, be
aligned under the direct operational leadership, management and
finally and fully achieve a single, seamless, person-centered system
of service delivery system for people with I/DD that supports them
to increase their independence, fully participate in their
communities, and achieve their competitive, integrated
employment goals. In addition:
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This change will allow DIDD to leverage its expertise and passion in
supporting people with I/DD to positively impact all Medicaid-
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funded programs that serve them.It will enable the person-centered
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alignment of critical incident management, quality assurance and
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improvement, direct support workforce training and qualifications,
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and provider qualifications and enrollment/credentialing processes
—reducing administrative burden for providers and minimizing
some of the restrictive and burdensome expectations that have
resulted from the impact of longstanding litigation. Read more
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here: https://www.tn.gov/didd/for-consumers/didd-waiverinformation/idd-program-integration.html
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Racial justice, disability
rights, neurodiversity and
cross-movement solidarity
In the recent wave of Black Lives Matter protests,
advocates for individuals on the autism spectrum and
people with other intellectual disabilities stepped up and
called for the full pardon of an autistic Black man
wrongly convicted of assaulting a police officer in
Virginia in 2010. Reginald "Neli" Latson had been
reported to the police for "suspicious" activity while
"possibly possessing a gun.
Though he was determined to be unarmed, the officer nonetheless pursued him as he tried to peacefully walk
away, after which Latson resorted to a fight-or-flight response which is a common, involuntary reaction among
autistic folks who find themselves in stressful situations akin to this one. In 2015, a conditional pardon was granted,
though Latson continues to be subject to ongoing supervision and may be arrested and incarcerated should he fail
to adhere to any of the conditions of the pardon. Arguably, only in the event of a long-overdue full pardon would
Latson be able to begin to heal in earnest, and there is a great deal of healing waiting to happen, in part because of
the severity with which Latson was allegedly treated while imprisoned.
With any luck, Neli Latson will soon be a free man. As a Black, neurodivergent man, he was victimized in part
because of the color of his skin and because of a misinterpretation of the intent behind his actions which stem from
a vulnerability common among many on the autism spectrum. When an egregious miscarriage of justice results
under these circumstances, the racial justice, disability rights and neurodiversity movements are all relevant with
respect to the efforts of the people fighting on Latson's behalf for a full pardon. To read full story, click here:
https://thehill.com/changing-america/opinion/513088-racial-justice-disability-rights-neurodiversity-and-crossmovement?fbclid=IwAR2ZFkN3V57C8WD5z2p0IJHW5BtLp_1FQ_7tzcbhEkWnpW_CSBAIXsBkUW8

The Workplace in 2020: How Employers Can Support
Jobseekers With Disabilities

his is the second of a two-part series that The Arc@Work will publish this month to speak on the new and
emerging challenges faced by workers with IDD and how employers, disability services agencies, and
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) can work together on creating solutions that
create inclusion and workplace equity.In the first part of this blog series, we discussed how hard the disability
labor force has been hit by the pandemic and the various barriers that now face these individuals as they look
for work. At the same time, the fact that many companies have had to either temporarily or permanently cut
staff as a result of COVID-19, which means that employers will be hiring as the economy begins its slow climb
back up to its pre-pandemic levels. Now is the perfect time for employers to assess where they stand in their
disability inclusive culture and recruiting strategies. Read more here: https://thearc.org/the-workplace-in-2020how-employers-can-support-jobseekers-with-disabilities/?
utm_source=fb&utm_medium=organic&fbclid=IwAR1tINQb92CCxFBbtWerjHnmGvb9hjMn3Gskj7yHIBVpRwMN0LrpL0ZKKA
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New
Partnership
Provides
Telemedicine
Services to
Tennessee
Residents with
Disabilities

Nashville, TN–The Tennessee Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (DIDD) has partnered with StationMD
to provide telemedicine services to Tennessee residents with disabilities.StationMD is a telemedicine physician practice that’s
dedicated to providing medical care to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Through this partnership,
StationMD will be able to deliver 24/7 medical care to Tennessee residents with disabilities no matter where they live in the
state.There are approximately 7,200 Tennessee residents with disabilities who are eligible to sign up and use StationMD’s
services through their Medicaid Waiver program.In the current environment where it’s estimated that individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities are five times more likely to contract COVID-19 and have five times increased
mortality from COVID-19.StationMD’s services aren’t just convenient—they’re potentially life-saving.Individuals with disabilities
often have complex health conditions, and the role of caregiving frequently falls on family members or direct support
professionals (DSPs) who aren’t medically trained. People with IDD can’t always verbally communicate what medical issues
they’re experiencing and so they end up in the emergency room with non-emergent medical issues like a urinary tract
infection or a gastrointestinal virus. StationMD offers this population a better standard of care. Not only are all StationMD
doctors specially trained to treat the complex health conditions of people with IDD—which is unique to this practice—but with
almost 85 percent of StationMD’s consultations, they can treat the patient’s medical needs right in the home setting. This
model not only reduces the patient’s exposure to coronavirus, it averts ambulance rides and emergency room visits, which
aren’t only expensive, they can be disorienting, even traumatizing to someone with special needs. Full Story and video here:
https://tntribune.com/new-partnership-provides-telemedicine-services-to-tennessee-residents-with-disabilities-video-content/

Don't forget to reserve your
tickets for The Arc Mid-South's
70th Anniversary Virtual
Celebration on November 14th!
Time is drawing near for you to reserve your tickets to
The Arc Mid-South's 70th Anniversary Celebration.
Showtime is November 14th at 3PM, also don't forget to
check out our virutal auction from November 7th-14th
with fantastic vacation getaways, one of a kind
merchandise and gift certificates to the best restaurants
around the Mid-South! To reserve your tickets visit our
website here
http://thearcmidsouth.org/gala2020/index.htm
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To bid in our online auction register here:
https://event.gives/thearcmidsouth/items
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Please join The Arc Mid-South in Congradulating this
week's frontline essential worker Dorothy Shaw

Upcoming
Events
November 7th-14th
Virtual Auction

November 14th
The Arc Mid-South's 70th Anniversary Celebration

The Arc MidSouth's 70th
Anniversary
Virtual Auction
Make sure to visit our
online auction from
November 7th-14th with
dozens of amazing gifts
and vacation getaways
from some of the most
luxurios destinations in
the world. Register here:

Page 2

https://event.gives/thearc
midsouth/items

Page4

