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Leaper’s Viewpoint…..
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. The Arc Mid-South ask Tennesseans
to make it a priority to learn more and connect with their neighbors with developmental
disabilities (DD) and help to create more inclusive communities across the state.
Throughout the month, The Arc Mid-South will raise awareness about the innovative work
of its grantees and partners, share information updates on bills related to disability issues,
launch a Covid-19 survey to collect data and experiences from people with disabilities and
their families regarding how access to critical resources has changed over the past year and
more.
The DD Awareness Month takes place at a particularly important, pivotal time as our state
continues to cope with ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and recovery from recent winter
storms. We hope that everyone will make a point to learn more about the vital contributions
of the DD community and take action to shape a more inclusive and equitable future for our
neighbors with disabilities.
The hopes and dreams of individuals living with a developmental disability do not differ
from the aspirations of others- to be self-sufficient, work and earn a living, practice their
faith, and help support their community. Like all Tennesseans, people with developmental
disabilities have unique abilities and experiences that strengthen our state's rich diversity.
Throughout our history people have made significant contributions that make the
Volunteer State a better place for us all. When inclusion becomes a way of life, Tennessee
communities thrive.

Greetings Arc Mid-South supporters! On March 10th at 11:00 am we are hosting an
informative webinar via Zoom entitled "Light of the World Breaking the Barriers" as part of
our Developmental Disability Awareness Month Activities. We are bringing a panel of
experts and speakers on board from various agencies including The Arc Tennessee to bring
you the answers you have requested including IEPs, Covid-19, and the many various
resources available to you! Do not miss this one-of-a-kind event! To participate in this
informative webinar, please use the following Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/99420948749

Policy News
DIDD and TennCare will hold two presentations related to proposed changes to the
1915(c) waivers. The first presentation will be a general overview for all
stakeholders on Monday, March 8 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. Central, and the second
presentation will be a family-focused presentation on Thursday, March 11 from
12:00-1:00 p.m. Central. We hope these presentations will assist people supported,
families and stakeholders with understanding the proposal and submitting public
comments.
Information to join the meetings is as follows:
Stakeholders Presentation
When: Monday, March 8th, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Central.
Meeting link: https://bit.ly/37Ssshb
Meeting number: 185 144 1738
Meeting password: DIDD
To receive a callback, provide your phone number when you join the event, or call
the number below and enter the access code.
US TOLL +1-415-655-0003
Access code: 185 144 1738
Family-Focused Presentation
When: Thursday, March 11th, 12:00-1:00 p.m. Central.
Meeting link: https://bit.ly/3bA72WU
Meeting number: 185 205 6062
Meeting password: DIDD
To receive a callback, provide your phone number when you join the event, or call
the number below and enter the access code.
US TOLL +1-415-655-0003
Access code: 185 205 6062
In addition, DIDD and TennCare are providing a plain-language summary of the
proposed changes and a comment form for persons supported and families. These
documents can be found on the TennCare public notices webpage.
A reminder that public comments will be accepted until Monday, March 22, 2021, at
4:30 p.m. Central.

What is the Katie Beckett Program?

Tennessee’s Katie Beckett program is for children under the age of 18 with disabilities
or complex medical needs. This program is for children who are not Medicaid
eligible because of their parent’s income or assets. This program will provide services
and/or help pay for medical care that private insurance does not cover Tennessee’s
Katie Beckett program has two parts. To learn more, please visit the link below:
https://www.tn.gov/didd/katie-beckett-waiver.html

Disability Day on the Hill is going virtual this year on March 11th.

This year, the Tennessee Disability Coalition is hosting several virtual events
for Disability Day on the Hill. View the events and sign up for meetings with
your legislators by 2/25. Disability Day on the Hill allows Tennessee's disability
community to raise awareness about issues we care about and network
together. To read more click here:

https://www.tndisability.org/disability-day-hill-2021

Vaccine Priorities Explained

The Council on Developmental Disabilities has worked with the Department
of Health and the Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
to create one-page flyers explaining vaccine priority for the following
groups:
People with intellectual and developmental disabilities:
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/cdd/documents/covidtncdd/1a1%20Vaccine%20Distribution%20to%20IDD%20Population.pdf
Home Care Workers / Direct Support Professionals:
https://www.tn.gov/cdd/training-and-news/covid-resources-disability.html
Caregivers of Medically Fragile Children: https://www.tn.gov/cdd/trainingand-news/covid-resources-disability.html
You can bring these documents to your local health department to help
explain eligibility. If you have issues getting the vaccine, contact
DIDD.Covid19@tn.gov.

Tennessee Will Require School Districts To Set Clear
Goals To Diversify Teacher Ranks

Lawmakers in Tennessee are now making strides to bring more teachers of color
to the school system. A new “Educator Diversity Policy” has been adopted by the
state board of education. Diversity studies have shown that students of color have
a greater chance of success and perform better academically if their teachers and
instructors are the same ethnicity. Students are also less likely to become
involved in situations that require disciplinary measures or suspensions because
of this new policy. Tennessee schools will now be required to provide diversity
goals and annual progress reports beginning next school year. The hardships for
students of color does now end there. This creates academic barriers and controls
who performs well and who performs poorly. To read more, click here:
https://wpln.org/post/tennessee-will-require-school-districts-to-set-clear-goalsto-diversify-teacher-ranks/

Early Services for Blind Children in Tennessee

Recently, a new non-profit was created called Blind Early Services Tennessee or
(BEST) to direct services, family support, and general advocacy for children who are
visually impaired and their families. Click the following link to view the
announcement: https://vimeo.com/506349767 and below is a brochure outlining the
program. https://mcusercontent.com/c19758ec49388aade26feeccf/files/2f1cb9b37b7c-47c1-92db-8a6a7077b407/BEST_Brochure.pdf

World Down Syndrome Day is annually observed on March 21 to raise public
awareness of Down Syndrome, a congenital disorder caused by having an extra 21st
chromosome.
Did you know that Down Syndrome—a disorder that occurs when there is a
duplication of the twenty-first chromosome—affects approximately 6,000 babies at
birth every year? So on March 21—a date chosen to represent the chromosomal
defection found in Down Syndrome (the twenty-first day of the third month)—
celebrate World Down Syndrome Day, an event created to raise public awareness,
promote inclusivity, encourage advocacy, and support the wellbeing of those living
with Down Syndrome.

Kroger Community Rewards

Did you know that Every time you shop at Kroger, they will generously donate a
portion of the proceeds directly back to The Arc Mid-South? It only takes a few
clicks, see instructions below. Login to your Kroger Account• Click on the four lines
in the top corner of the screen• Click on “Rewards” then “Community Rewards”
Click “Search for Organization” and enter “81469”• Next click enroll, it’s as simple
as that!

Smile.amazon.com

Anytime you're shopping on Amazon, be sure to use AmazonSmile and designate
"The Arc Mid-South as your charitable organization. Each time you shop using
the link below, Amazon contributes a portion of your purchase to The Arc MidSouth https://smile.amazon.com

Heroes behind the Mask

